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BRENTWOOD UNITED REFORMED CHURCH
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Church Office 01277 227556
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United Reformed Churches
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MINISTER Revd Barnabas Shin 07838790056
CHURCH Ms Sheila Maxey 01277 212357
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TREASURER Mr Kees Maxey 01277 212357
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ORGANISTS  Hymnal/virtual music

SERVING

ELDERS Mr lan Davidson 01277 200095
Mr Kees Maxey 01277 212357
Mr Moses Tsingano 01277 410693
Ms Corne Van Staden 01277 203830

HALL

STEWARD  Gabrielle Crowther All bookings:

www.brentwood-urc.org.uk
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Dear friends,

You might remember the first Sunday
of the reopening of our gathering
service since the lockdown or your first
service after reopening. Or you might
hear what it was like from your friends
as you may still be isolated in your
home or in another place.

| was privileged to be at the first reopening services in all
three churches and | still remember that special
atmosphere.

Now with many strange ways of the new normal in our
gathering services, it seems that | am gradually finding a
way to get back to the similar form of the ‘normal’ in my
ministry.

On Wednesdays (9:30-10:00am) | go to Sacred Space,
which is a meditative prayer group at Brentwood URC. We
do the same responsive prayer at the beginning and the
end every week with different readings of the Bible
passages and Psalms. The highlight is the time of silence
for twenty minutes. There is a little noise from outside, but
it is indeed a time of silence with meditation and reflection
between God and myself. It is not easy to be silent for
twenty minutes but much easier to be silent within a group.
Sometimes one word from the Bible reading may catch my
mind for twenty minutes, and at other times | am
unconsciously writing my sermon for the coming Sunday.
Quite often | get very important insights from this time and
sometimes | am able to be relaxed, and an unexplainable
peace overwhelms my soul. | cannot tell of all my
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experiences here, but it has become a precious time for
my ministry.

On Tuesdays (1:30-3:00pm), we have URUS, a toddler
group at Ingatestone URC. Our little team has bravely
restarted from 8" September. We had to reduce the
numbers attending by ten families to respect the social
distance. Whether this discouraged them or not | do not
know but we had just one family who wondered if they
were the eleventh. Despite the number, it was a good that
we restarted this for the community. To me it used to be
time of prayer while | played with kids, talked with mums
and serving tea and coffee with the hope that they might
know the love of Christ one day in their lives. It was nice to
talk and play with the kids. Sadly, because of the new
restrictions from 14" September, we have had to cancel
the group until the situation gets better, but we are ready
to recommence whenever we can, and | am looking
forward to it.

| think it was my first experience to have an outdoor
service in my pastorate when on 13" September Billericay
URC had a Harvest Service at Peter Brierley’s Farm. The
weather was lovely and it was so nice to gather together
and sing hymns with clear social distancing and to pray
with wide opened eyes. In addition, having the first
communion since lockdown in God’s wonderful nature,
with a different format because of the safety, | was
touched by the love of God as well as our love to each
other in our careful approach to take this holy sacrament
together.

Now | am beginning to think about Christmas, which is
very challenging to plan with the immediate future being so
uncertain. However, there is no limitation to ringing bells
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with the announcement of the Good News of the birth of
Jesus, Emmanuel. With the Nativity, Carols and Candle
Lights it would be much more special to celebrate the light
when we are deeply emerged into dark places. Despite the
restrictions and the continuous threat from the virus, the
light of Jesus will shine upon all the earth and we will
overcome it together as the light guides us and strengthen
us.

With this times of restarting of our ‘new normal’, Psalm 84
has been a great gift to me. This Psalm reminds us that
God is everywhere, even when we are in the valley and in
the middle of our pilgrimage. God is with us when we are
isolated, when we are struggling, and in difficulties,
because He is our strength, in whom we can put our trust.
At the same time, it shows us how special to be in God’s
dwelling place, deriving the desire to gather again: ‘How
lovely is your dwelling place, Lord Almighty!

In Acts 2:46, the first group of Christians continued to meet
together in the temple courts every day. They broke bread
in their homes and ate together with glad and generous
hearts, praising God and having the goodwill of all the
people. | could imagine that their every step toward the
gathering place must have been full of excitement, joy and
love. It wasn’t a religious duty or obligation, but a natural
pattern of life, full of gladness in Christ.

We are in a very strange position at the moment and,
unless you have concerns about your health and safety, |
do respectfully encourage all of us to make a great effort to
safely gather together to share the love of Christ among
us.

Barnabas
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CHURCH FAMILY NEWS

On reading the previous issue of Church Family News I
realise that | am in danger of repeating myself. | feel that it
is probably a case of no news is good news. Most of our
members are holding their own during this prolonged
period of change in our own and the church
circumstances. Health problems are still affecting
members of the congregation — Clive and Carolyn in
particular have problems and Moses T returned from
holiday with disabling back problems. Julie Wright is
having trouble with a foot which is difficult for her at work.
Peter M has finished his treatments and is enjoying
reasonable health.

Our young people have done well in their exams —

congratulations to Joshua who is

NTUZ, leaving us to study medicine at

> Cambridge. Both Lucy and Markus are

progressing — Lucy to the sixth form at

St Martins and Markus to the South

Essex College to study Forensics and

Criminal investigations. We wish them
all well for the future.

o
GOV

’ 4
SNOY”

Among the “oldies” Margaret C celebrates her birthday on
the 4™ October and Tony C
his on the 17t October.

Jack W will be 14 on 26%h
November and Theo T will
be 12 on the same day!

Happy birthday to all these members.
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| think it is also appropriate to report that the services in
our church are very moving and it has been wonderful to
be able to share in them.

Please hold all our church family in your prayers.

Rosalie
CHURCH SECRETARY NEWS

The elders continue to meet regularly by zoom. Since we
started, at the beginning of August, to hold Sunday
worship in the church building some of the elders have
taken turns in leading the worship. The COVID restrictions
mean we all need to wear masks (except the leader), we
may not sing, we may not distribute orders of service or
hymn books or take up the collection. There is now a
collection box at the door upstairs and | take it home
afterwards and wait 72 hours before counting it. The large
TV screens which we agreed on last Autumn were finally
put up during August so, with the use of a lap top, worship
leaders can now put the words of the hymns on the
screens. Of course, Barnabas has long used a screen
and most imaginatively too, but the rest of us worship
leaders have to learn a new skill. Gabrielle is now
beginning to invite some of our visiting preachers to return,
if they feel they can cope with the current arrangements.
We hope more of our congregation will also feel able to
return.

The elders circulated a questionnaire to the church
community about the time of our Sunday worship and
whether it should be changed. They look forward to
considering the results.
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Most of our hirers are gradually returning. The Gamblers
Anonymous returned first and then, at the beginning of
September, the Dance School resumed under very strict
new conditions. The elders have been very impressed by
the careful approach of both organisations. The Brownies
hope to return soon. The recorder group, as a blowing
group, is not allowed to function in the small space of the
William Hunter Room. The Lunch Club and Coffee Shop
cannot meet as yet.

Sacred Space has continued to meet weekly since early
July — the small numbers mean it is easy to keep the
distance. However, Knitters and the Monday Guild cannot
meet yet.

Peter and Jenny Mayo are continuing to take care of our
building. They have also been acting as our advisers on
COVID and the changing rules we need to obey. The
elders are extremely grateful to them for what they do.

It is a year since Steve Burns’ sudden death and we miss
him very much. His family have made a very generous
donation to the church to mark this first anniversary.

Sheila Maxey

PENHA , the Pastoral and Environmental Network in the
Horn of Africa, has been supported over many years by
the Brentwood URC. Its latest Newsletter highlights the
primary school in Kijumab, Uganda. We provided funds for
this school and brought a whole set of desks with attached
seats.

The photo below shows them in use.
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PENHA/PEAKS Regional Conference on Enhancing
Cross-Border Cohesion and Reconciliation among
Pastoral Communities along the Borders of Ethiopia,
Eritrea and Eastern Sudan
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URC diaries and Prayer Fellowship Handbooks
If you would like a copy of either or both of the above
please let me know during October and | will then
order them from the URC bookshop.

Sheila Maxey
Quiz for the Acts of the Apostle (Chapters 1-8)

1. Who wrote Acts of the Apostle?

a. Paul b. John c. Luke d. Peter
2. Acts covers a span of around 30 years.
True or False

3. After Jesus rose from the dead, how long did he remain
on earth before ascending to heaven?
a. 12 days b. 40 days c. 70 days
d. 120 days

4. After his suffering, Jesus appeared to his disciples and
why did Jesus say to them not to leave Jerusalem?

5. Finish what Jesus said, “you will receive power when
the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my
witnesses in , and in and

and to :

6. Who took the office formerly held by Judas at the end of
the first chapter of Acts?

a. Philip b. Barsabbas c. Matthias
d. Stephen

7. What Jewish festival was occurring at the time the Holy
Spirit came upon them?

a. Passover b. Shavuot c. Purim.
d. Feast of Tabernacles
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8. When they were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to
speak in other tongues, what was about that they said
in other languages?

9. Where did Peter and John involve in the healing of a
lame?

a. Samaria b. Inside of the temple
c. Damascus Gate
d. The beautiful Gate to the temple

10.Who said to men of Israel, “Leave these men alone! If
their purpose is of human origin, it will fail. But if it is
from God, you will not be able to stop these men”

a. Gamaliel b. Annan
c. Caiaphas d. Joseph of Arimathea

11.What controversy at chapter 6 caused men to be
specially chosen to care for the widows?

a. The disciples were neglecting their preaching
duties;

b. The Hebrews’ widows were neglected

c. The Hellenists’ widows were neglected

d. Money was missing from the fund

12.Who was the first Christian martyr?
a. John b. Peter c. Stephen d. Philip

13.Finish the blanket of the sentence in chapter 7: ‘They
were furious and gnashed their teeth at him. But
Stephen, , looked up to heaven
and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the
right hand of God.” (NIV)

14.Who offered to pay Peter and John for the gift of giving
others the Holy Spirit in ch.8?

a. Ananias b. Simon c. Candace
d. Priscilla

15.Who explained a passage from Isaiah to an Ethiopian
eunuch?

a. Philip b. Peter c. Saul
d. Barnabas
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(Fun Trivia: The Trivia and Quiz Community, authored by
‘albinerhawk’ revised by Barnabas) *find answers at the end.

Commitment

for|Life

Life-giving Faith | Defiant Hope | Generous Love

September / October 2020

Moving Stories

Responding to the crisis in Israel and
the occupied Palestinian termitories

The United Reformed Church is known
for its activism in support of justice and
equity for the Palestinian people in the
occupied territories. In this edition of
Moving Stories, commend the work of the
Sabeel-Kairos URC Action Group, a
dedicated gathering of URC activists,
working tirelessly for peace in the region.

The Sabeel Ecumenical Liberation Theology
Centre is a Christian liberation theology
organization based in Jerusalem. It was
founded in 1989 by former Canon of St.
George's Cathedral in Jerusalem, Rev. Naim
Ateek. Follow the Sabeel Wave of Prayer.

Each week, the “Kumi Now” initiative
(linked to Sabeel) features an organisation
making a difference in Israel and Palestine.
You can watch the current month here. You
can see the archived sessions here,
particularly week 38, Morally Responsible
Investment. Also, during the lockdown the
Amos Trust has produced a number of
interesting programmes. If you have
queries or would like to make contact with
the Action Group, please email
sabeelkairos.urc@gmail.com

Virtual Pilgrimage 22" Sept

Because Bethlehem is so heavily dependent
on tourism, locals have suffered
enormously because of the lockdown.
Emma Clare Nutbrown-Hughes (pictured
below, from Christian Aid & a student for
the URC ministry) came up with the idea of
a 'virtual pilgrimage to Bethlehem” to help

our friends at the Christmas Evangelical
Lutheran Church in Bethlehem. Email

kevin.snyman@urc.org.uk for more info.

Y Pic: Revd Ray Stanyon

World silent as Gaza Bombed
Read more about this here and here.

The URC's very own Diana Paulding is
part of Christian Aid's Prophetic Activist
Scheme. These young Christians are working
for climate justice. The

activists launched the r ‘
Stop Fuelling the Fire
Campaign, which is
petitioning the UK
government to end
using UK Export Finance
to fund fossil fuel projects overseas. Diana feels
strongly about this issue, and with training from
Christian Aid has, in collaboration with other
activists, organised a petition to Boris Johnson.
Please do sign their important petition at

https://vou.38degrees.org.uk/p/SFTF

Commitment for Life is the Global Justice Programme of the United Reformed Church in the UK
kevin.snyman@urc.org.uk | 020 7520 2726 | suzanne.pearson@urc.org.uk | 020 7916 8638
www.urc.org.uk/cfl | www.facebook.com/commdlife | Twitter: @Commd4Lifel
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Noah's Ark Word Search

A DDBJHE S Y S P TD L T

N O L VHV Z E UIRAOGN O

A R B K VN I B F | E L R D K
L DEF P ST XY V KW I V Z
S X NT EV I U OV R AV E N

animals land
build obedient
covenant promise
criticize rainbow
dove raven
evil saved
flood supplies
good two

13
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Bible Maze

Help the boy and girl find the Bible.




BRENTWOOD URC - The COURIER — Oct.Nov.2020 15

Prayer calendar for October and November
Week beginning:

October 4t The people of Beirut as they continue
to recover from
the devastating explosion
People suffering from natural
disasters
The cancelation of debt in poorer
ountries in the wake of Covid 19

October 11t The URC Eastern Synod
This church, its mission and activities
Our minister and elders as they make
decisions in difficult times

October 18 The diverse people of the world (One
World Week begins today)
The worldwide Church and our links to
it
Racial justice in church life and wider
society

October 25 The United Reformed Church —
Mission Council meets on 29t
October
The homeless and those facing
eviction
Migrants searching for peace and a
better life

November 1%t The users of our building and those
unable to return to
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November 8t

November 15H

November 22nd

November 29t

their usual activities
Disabled people and their carers
The isolated and lonely

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY

Those who suffer physically and
mentally because of war and its after-
effects

Peace and reconciliation between
nations

The United Nations and its agencies

The Church where it faces
persecution

Those suffering domestic violence and
abuse

The National Health Service and all
those caring for the sick and
vulnerable as winter begins

The challenges of climate change and
the need for

International action

The unemployed as a result of the
pandemic

Local and national government

ADVENT SUNDAY

The Church worldwide as it prepares
for Christmas

Those struggling with faith in difficult
times

Brentwood Foodbank
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Communion Alms Fund Collections

The retiring offering for October 2020
is for London City Mission
A h o et
LONDON London is a City that is constantly
changing, nothing stays still for long.

Yet the Steadfastness of the Mission's

core purpose to share the gospel in
London has been unwavering. Their support is vital to
ensuring the gospel reaches the most needy in London.

The retiring offering for November 2020
is for Brentwood and District
ROADS Crossroads

CARE

e Crossroad’'s primary objective is to relieve
Brentwood . . .

Basildon & Districts  SIreSS in families or persons responsible
for the care of the sick or disabled people. They aim to
supplement and compliment, not replace, existing statutory

services.

They support carers in the Brentwood area by providing:
Care in the home giving carers a few precious
hours to pursue their own interests.

A young carers club offering carers of 8 - 18 years of age,

a wide range of leisure activities.

Answers of the Quiz for the Acts of the Apostles
(Chapters 1-8)

1. c. Luke

2. True

3. b. 40 days (Acts 1:3)

4. To wait until they receive the Holy Spirit/ the
promise of the Father (Acts 1:4)
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5. Jerusalem, all Judea, Samaria, the ends of the
earth (Acts 1:8)

6. c. Matthias (Acts 1:23-26)

7. b. Shavuot: Shavuot was the fiftieth day after the
Sabbath of Passover week. It is also called the Feast of
Weeks or Pentecost in English. According to Deuteronomy
16:9-12, the feast was celebrated with a freewill offering in
accordance to what the Lord had given them. It also
commemorates the anniversary of the giving of the Torah
by God to the Children of Israel at Mount Sinai.

8. About God’s deeds of power (Acts 2:11)

9. d. The beautiful Gate to the temple (Acts 3:1-10)
10. a. Gamaliel (Acts 5:33-39)

11.  c. The Hellenists’ widows were neglected (Acts 6:1)
12. c. Stephen (Acts 7:54-60)

13.  Full of the Holy Spirit (NIV)

14.  b. Simon (Acts 8:18-19)

15.  a. Philip (Acts 8:30-)

THE COURIER

The next issue of The COURIER for Dec/Jan. 2021 will be
available on Sunday the 29" November 2020.

All articles and content for publication of the COURIER
should be sent to Corne Van Staden (editor) email:
hcvstaden@gmail.com, ) 07740196882.

If you have articles for inclusion please ensure that these are
emailed to Corne as early as possible during the week
commencing Monday the 16" November and before the final
deadline of Sunday the 22" November.

Printing, collation and distribution: Kees Maxey, Jenny Mayo


mailto:hcvstaden@gmail.com
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BRENTWOOD UNITED REFORMED CHURCH
New Road, Brentwood, CM14 4GD

SUNDAY WORSHIP

10:00 am Family Worship with Creche and Junior Church

Holy Communion is usually celebrated at Morning Worship on
the last Sunday of each month.

Details of preachers and special events are given in the
COURIER.

EACH WEEK:

Weekly activities are currently suspended due to COVID 19
restrictions. We hope these resume soon. Do contact your
activity lead or check the website for any updates:
http://www.brentwood-urc.org.uk/.

Brentwood United Reformed Church x

Brentwood, Essex
01277 227 556

[
oy



