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Dear Friends,
The power of love…..
“There’s power in love. Don’t
underestimate it. Don’t oversentimentalise it. There’s power,
power in love.”
“If you don’t believe me, think about a time when you first
fell in love. The whole world seemed to centre around you
and your beloved.”
“Oh there’s power in love. Not just in its romantic forms,
but any form, any shape of love. There’s a certain sense in
which when you are loved, and you know it, when
someone cares for you, and you know it, when you love
and you show it – it actually feels right.”
“There’s nothing right about it. And there’s a reason for it.
The reason has to do with the source. We were made by a
power of love, and our lives were meant – and are meant –
to be lived in that love. That’s why we are here.”
“Ultimately, there source of love is God himself; the source
of all our lives. There’s an old medieval poem that says:
Where true love is found, God himself is there.”
“The New Testament says it this way: “Beyond, let us love
another, because love is of God, and those who love are
born of God and know God. Those who do not love do not
know God. “Why?” “For God is love.”
“Love God, love your neighbour and whilst you at it, love
yourself”.

Bishop Michael Curry.
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CHURCH FAMILLY NEWS
The Pastoral Care group met a few days ago and between
us we think have been able to ascertain the state of health
of all our members – we have done our best and apologise
if anyone has escaped our attention.
We believe that Jim S. is still in hospital waiting for a care
package to be set up but otherwise have no recent news.
The health of some of our other members gives cause for
concern; among them Clive and Carolyn R., Rosie B.,
Eileen B. and of course Ruth M. and Jim who are very
much in our thoughts at this time.
We need to record the death of
Jim Bealey – he will be very sadly
missed and we were very glad
that there was such support from
Church members at his funeral.
We send Sally our warmest sympathy.

Birthdays – There are only two
birthdays to report this month – Jean
N. will be 89 on June 26th and Taku
T will be 22 on July 22nd. Happy
Birthday to you both.
Please remember all our church
family in your prayers.
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Rosalie Brentnall
TRIBUTE TO JIM BEALEY
Alan James Bealey, known to
all of us as Jim, was born in
Grimsby and grew up at
Chelmsford Avenue with his
mother
Elizabeth,
father
Horace and Sister Sally. He
sadly lost his father when he
was 10 years old and his
mother quickly learnt to drive enabling much loved family
outings in an old grey Ford Poplar and black Volkswagen.
He always had fond memories of trips to the beach at
Theddlethorpe with close family friends Mavis and Tom
Bateman.
Jim was an active member of the Scout Association and
took part in many Grimsby Gang Shows and later joined
work parties on Brownsea Island with (amongst others)
Eddy Foster and Dave Gregory who became lifelong
friends.
After a short spell in the Navy and working at Dixon’s
paper mills in Grimsby Jim sadly left his sister and mother
to venture south and join the City of London Police in
1970.
His heart lay in uniformed policing as was attached to the
Met Special Patrol Group before they were disbanded and
later was a member of the City Support Group and was a
firearms officer and Tutor Constable.
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He worked on major incidents like the Old Bailey bomb in
1973, Moorgate tube crash in 1975, and assisted the Mets
during the Brixton riots of 1981. He was on the steps of St
Pauls for the wedding of Prince Charles and Diana.
In 1984 Jim had several trips up north to offer aid to local
forces during the Miners Strike and was always amused to
have had his photo taken in City of London uniform outside
Durham Cathedral.
He was an active member of the Police Federation and the
Counter Terrorist Search Team. He was a Home Beat
Officer in Bishopsgate when the IRA bomb was detonated
in 1993. Later he became part of the Crime Prevention
Team. He was a member of the City of London Crime
Prevention Association and remained active after he
retired from his police service. He received The Freedom
of the City of London in February 1999.
After leaving the Police in 2001 he worked as a Security
Manager at Canary Wharf and latterly part time for the
NHS.
Whilst Jim was a City copper through and through his
heart lay at home with his wife Sally who he married in
1985. They were blessed with two daughters Helen and
Laura and later their family was complete with a son
Stephen. They all have fond memories of carefree
camping holidays in France.
As the family became older allowing for leisure time Sally
and Jim looked for a hobby and took up ballroom dancing.
Whilst Jim was never going to be Twinkle Toes they made
several good friends many of whom are here today. He
could often be heard counting One Two Three, One Two
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Three around the dancefloor which could be helpful – but
not to a foxtrot. Together they enjoyed fun and laughter
and very bad jokes – you know who you are.
Jim was not ambitious or materialistic and would be best
described as a quiet and content man with an understated
kindness who was liked by all who knew him.
He was happiest at home with the family or walking the
dog and would be very surprised by how many people are
here today.
The best man at Sally and Jim’s wedding was his best
friend Steve Dyer who was sadly taken from us too young.
I hope that they are together now reminiscing over a good
pint.

Taken from the order of service, with Sally Bealey’s consent.
I would like to say a huge Thank You
to everyone who helped Jim’s funeral
go off so smoothly on 1st May.
Whether it be catering, arranging the
beautiful flowers, reading or saying a prayer the URC rose
to the occasion like a will oiled machine. I will not mention
any names in case I forget someone who was working
away in the background. I would also like to thank you all
for supporting me and Jim over the past few of years.
We were especially lucky that the sun shone and Ruth was
able to lead the service before her retirement.
So far over £700 has been raised in Jim’s memory with
£525 going to St Francis Hospice, £130 to Cancer
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Research and £60 for Guide Dogs. Some extra money
can be claimed through Gift Aid.
With love, Sally Bealey.
NEWS FROM THE CHURCH SECRETARY
Ruth's Retirement Party
In the last edition of the Courier
we reported the retirement of our
Minister, Ruth, at the end of May.
This was marked on Saturday,
26th May, by a very pleasant
afternoon at The Mayflower Hall,
Billericay. The Billericay church
gave us a wonderful afternoon
tea (tempting some of us to eat
far too much!) and this was
followed by presentations by
representatives of Billericay and
Brentwood churches.
Rosalie Brentnall presented Ruth
with a basket of flowers, garden
and book tokens and the card previously signed by
members of our congregation on behalf of us all and
wished Ruth and Jim a restful start to their retirement.
Simon Mynott spoke on behalf of the Billericay church and
presented their gifts. Ruth thanked everyone for their
support, love and prayers during the last couple of years
and said she could not have asked for a better pastorate to
end her ministry, although she did hint that we may be
seeing her again to lead worship (after a long break). She
wished all the churches well for the future.
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Data Privacy Statement
No doubt many of you have been inundated by emails and
letters referring to the new General Data Protection
Regulations (GDPR) which came into force on the 25th
May. Churches are no exception to the requirement for
compliance with this new legislation and the Elders have
been compiling a Data Privacy Statement in line with
recommendations from the URC and Synod. You will find
a copy enclosed in this edition of The Courier and also it
will be displayed on the church notice board.
Jenny Mayo
TREASURER REPORT
The total collected in the Sunday morning
collection in March and April.

Total MarchApril
per week
Total 2017
Per week

£1,426.01
£187.02 £1,238.99
£178.25
£23.38
£154.87
£9,872.71 £1,720.26 £8,152.45
£189.86
£33.08
£156.78

The slightly lower amount collected in this period is due to one
Sunday being held with the Methodists.
Kees Maxey
Christian Aid Week 2018
We were not able to collect houseto-house this year. However, we
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distributed Christian Aid Week envelopes for several
Sundays, put up posters, and had a service on 13th May at
which we heard stories about the work of Christian Aid in
Haiti, rebuilding homes after the earthquake and the
hurricane. During the service 24 of us signed a petition to
the Prime Minister asking for the government to press the
United Nations to give as much support to internally
displaced people as to those who flee across borders.
As a church we raised £423.95 (£260 was gift aided).
Thank you for your care and concern, your prayers and
your generous giving.
Sheila Maxey, Christian Aid contact.

"Together in Tottenham". This was the title of this year's
UNLOCK sponsored walk at the end of April. When it was
announced, we were not particularly looking forward to
spending several hours walking around this area of
London - famous for high crime levels, the start of the
2011 riots and the murder of PC Keith Blakelock during the
Broadwater Farm riots. However, it turned out to be one of
most interesting and inspiring walks we have taken part in
over the many years of visiting different areas of London
and many churches on the way. There is not enough
room here to do more than tell you about some of the
highlights of the walk but if you would like to see more
details of the churches we visited, there are copies of all
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the information sheets we collected on our way. Thanks to
all those who sponsored us, we were able to send £120 to
UNLOCK which will be increased by Gift Aid as well.
We began at Seven Sisters station and after meeting
friends over a cup of coffee, we set off to find the first
church, the wonderfully named Highway of Holiness
Pentecostal Church. Hidden down a side street and
housed in little more than an empty warehouse, we
received a warm welcome and were soon learning about
the amazing work they were doing in a very deprived area.
They take their faith out on to the streets and during one of
these sessions one of their members met two alcoholic
homeless men and invited them to come and have a meal
at the church. The following week they came back with 20
of their friends and numbers continued to grow, so that
what started out as somewhere to get a hot meal grew into
a homeless shelter that now runs 7 days a week, 24 hours
a day and 365 days a year, providing homeless people
with food, washroom facilities and counselling, along with
much-needed companionship.
They now provide
employment training and internet training for job searching.
This is just a small part of their outreach activities and they
have seen some of their alcoholics fully recovered, finding
employment and moving into their own accommodation.
They asked us to pray for financial support to pay for rent,
gas, electricity, food and clothing, for their life skills training
and for their efforts to buy a suitable property to house the
homeless. We left amazed at what they had achieved with
so little.
In complete contrast, as far as buildings were concerned,
was the church of St. Francis at the Engine Room. This
was in the new development of Tottenham Hale and is the
first new Anglican church built in London for over 40 years,
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opening in November 2017. It is still gleaming and new
with modern artwork, lots of light and many activities going
on including a nursery, a community cafe, and the
inevitable dance classes. They are a young church with
about 50 people attending Sunday services but optimistic
that they will grow through their many planned community
activities and their location in the middle of a large modern
development including community, affordable and low rent
housing and key worker accommodation.
In 2017 St Mark's Methodist Church was celebrating 200
years of Methodism in Tottenham. The church was badly
damaged during the war but was rebuilt and re-dedicated
in 1963. However, the church struggled and by 1989 the
congregation was down to 45 but in the following years,
people were welcomed from all over the world and their
membership is now over 350 and still growing!
We realised what a positive effect immigration has had on
the life of the churches in this area - a very vibrant and
multi-cultural community.
The magnificently restored
Tottenham Town Hall houses the Freedom's Ark
Pentecostal Church on Sundays. A charming young
woman was our guide here. She grew up in the area but
now lives in Romford. However, she feels so much part of
the church that she still travels here every week. The
church is very much involved in the local community providing pastoral care for victims and their families,
particularly those involved in gun and knife crime. They
run summer camps for children and organise shoe box
collections to send all over the world at Christmas. They
also minister to those in local prisons and their music
ministry reaches out to the local community with concerts
and worship.
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These are just a few of the churches we visited this year.
We finished weary but full of inspiration and admiration for
the work going on in all the churchs we visited and the
warm welcome from everyone we met, including our fellow
walkers who greeted us en route.
We ended with a cup of tea at the cafe we had started at
for our morning coffee and were greeted with smiles and
questions about how we had enjoyed our day. Outside the
station were ladies distributing leaflets and some
wonderful gospel singing - a memorable end to a
memorable day!
Jenny and Peter Mayo
WOMENS WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 2018
Local services this year were
held
in
May
after
the
postponement, due to inclement
weather, of services in March.
The worldwide order of service
was prepared by the Christian
women of Suriname the theme being “All God’s Creation is
Very Good”. They emphasised the need to take care of
Earth & wild Life, avoid waste and recycle where possible.
The service in 2019 will be arranged by the women of
Slovenia and our local venues will be announced nearer
the time.
Eileen Goult.
Letter from BSCWT
Dear Kees,

16 March 2018
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I am writing to acknowledge and to thank you and all at
Brentwood United Reformed Church, for your continued
support and most generous donation of £1000.00 towards
the work of the Brentwood Schools Christian Worker Trust.
It is very much appreciated thank you for thinking of us.
The work in the schools continues to be busy this term.
The regular weekly activities of clubs, assemblies and
chaplaincy/mentoring pupil support work are still very
much in demand across a range of schools. Alongside our
regular commitments, Mary and Rosie have taken an
“anxiety Workshop” for students in a secondary school this
term and Sue and her team will start the “It’s your Move”
project with Yr. 6 pupils soon, to help with their transition to
secondary school. Ian has a series of assemblies with two
secondary schools and I have begun some aspects of
schools work alongside my administration duties. Our
Associate Workers continue to be involved in many of the
projects and lessons as well as Bible Explorer “NT and OT
Mini” lessons.
We are always grateful for new and existing opportunities
to serve our local schools.
We acknowledge that we cannot do this work without
God’s guidance and donations from our supporters and we
are very grateful to God for His continued provision for this
Trust. On behalf o everyone involved with BSCWT, I would
like to extend our heartfelt thanks to you for your prayers,
support and generosity.
With every blessing.
Yours sincerely,
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Fiona Mason, (Administrator),
Christians Worker Trust.

Brentwood
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Schools

MONDAY GUILD
At the April meeting we were please to welcome Jennifer
Ward who explained the history and development of Old
Horrident Hall and the acquisition of land and titles by a
succession of well connected families.
In May, Peter Mayo kindly presented a selection of
recordings by a local historian talking about some famous
Brentwood people and places.
Our next meeting will be at 14h30 on 11 th June in the
William Hunter Toom and then 9th July 2018.
Eileen Goult.

COMMUNION AIMS FUND COLLECTION
The retiring offering for June 2018 is
for The Gideons.
In 1899 three commercial travellers in
the USA formed an association of
Christian businessmen. They chose the name Gideons
after an Old Testament leader. Today, over 250,000
members work in 190 countries placing over 80 million
copies of the word of God annually. The Gideons became
established in Britain in 1949. The objective is to share
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God's message of salvation by personal witness and
through placing bibles into people's hands.
July 2018 is for the Moderator’s Benevolent Fund
The fund is used to bring particular help to people who find
their resources stretched at times of need, sometimes for
family reasons, and often because of ill health. Our gifts
enable the Moderator to show the love and care of the
synod to people going through times of difficulty.

Prayer for Gaza
Come, Lord Jesus, end this horror.
Come, Lord Jesus, quickly come.
As we are watching the headlines from Gaza
unfold before us in desperation
we don’t have any words
to pray coherent prayers today.
From deep in our spirits
all we can voice are heart-cries of pain,
longing for the violence to stop;
aching for no more lives
bearing your precious image to be taken here;
despairing that children are already among the dead.
Come, Lord Jesus, end this horror.
Come, Lord Jesus, quickly come.
Wrap your presence around those
whose whole word has been shattered;
and shatter the plans of any in our world
who seek escalation, rather than peace.
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Liz Baddaley/Embrace the Middle
Easthttps://www.embraceme.org/news/embrace-statement-gaza

FATHERS DAY 17th JUNE
The History of Father's Day in the United States. ...
According to some accounts, the first Father's Day was
celebrated in Washington state on June 19, 1910. A
woman by the name of Sonora Smart Dodd came up with
the idea of honoring and celebrating her father while
listening to a Mother's Day sermon at church in 1909.
Her father, the civil war veteran William Jackson Smart,
was a single parent who raised his six children there.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Father%27s_Day
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Prayer Calendar for June and July 2018
Week beginning
June 3rd

June 5th

Our environment and those who care for it.
The United Reformed Church (General
Assembly begins June 6th).
The Church of England (General Synod
begins June 6th).
Prisoners and Prison Staffs
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PARC, our Commitment for Life Project.
This church in the current vacancy period.
June 17th

Fathers and Families ( Father’s Day today)
Refugees and Asylum Seekers.
Those who have been bereaved.

June 24th

Our armed forces and their chaplains.
UK Methodist churches (Methodist
Conference begins June 28th).
Churches Together in Brentwood.

July 1st

Workers in Industry and Industrial
Chaplains.
Victims of torture and injustice.
The URC Eastern Synod.

July 8th

The tourist industry and its employees.
Users of our building.
Baptist churches in our area

.
July 15th

The 10th Brentwood Brownies.
Churches in rural areas.
Roman Catholic Churches in our area.

July 22nd

Our local Council, its employees and officers.
Coffee Shop.
Methodist churches in our area

July 29th

Those who are persecuted for their faith.
People who suffer from economic hardship
Anglican Churches in our area.
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DUTY ROTAS – JUNE 2018
Flowers

Vestibule

3rd

Margaret Gazely

Josh Hanna

10th

Sheila Crisp

Heather Davidson

17th

Jenny Mayo

Rosie Benjamin

24th

Elaine Austin

Carolyn Rudkin

Vestry

Steward

Notices

3rd

Jenny Mayo

Gordon Hanna

TBA

10th

Ian Davidson

17th

Moses Tsingano

Margaret
Cheer
Mary Tate

Rosalie
Brentnall
TBA

24th

Rosalie Brentnall
Reader

Margaret
Stan Francis
Gazeley
Prayers of Intercession

3rd

Josh Hanna

Jenny Mayo

10th

Rosalie Brentnall

The Cheers

17th

Dora Parajos

Moses Tsingano

24th

Sheila Crisp

Rosie Benjamin

Coffee
3rd

Linda Hanna

10th

Eileen Goult

17th

Rosalie Brentnall

24th

Sally Bealey
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CHURCH CALENDAR – JUNE 2018
Sunday
Wednesday

3rd
6th
7th

10 am
11.45 am
2.00 pm
8.00 pm

Rosie Benjamin
20 minute worship
URC Knitters
Sacred Space

Thursday
Sunday

10th

10 am

Robert Dart

Monday
Wednesday
Thursday

11th
13th
14th

2.30 pm
9.30 am
7.30 pm

Monday Guild
Sacred Space
Bible Study Group

Sunday
Wednesday

17th
20th

10 am
9.30 am
2.00 pm

Worship Group
Sacred Space
URC Knitters

Sunday

24th

10 am

Wednesday

27th

9.30 am

Rev Paul Ellis – with
Holy Communion
Sacred Space

DUTY ROTAS – JULY 2018
Flowers

Vestibule

1st

Margaret Cheer

Stan Francis

8th

Eileen Goult

Lucy Crowther

15th

Mary Tate

Heather Davidson

22nd

Margaret Gazely

Rosie Benjamin

29th

Eileen Goult

Eileen Goult

Vestry

Steward

Notices

Corne Van Staden

Markus Van

TBA

1st
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Staden
8th

Rosalie Brentnall

15th

Ian Davidson

Gabrielle
Crowther
Mary Tate

Rosalie
Brentnall
TBA

22nd

Moses Tsingano

Margaret Cheer Stan Francis

29th

Jenny Mayo
Reader

Rosie
Jenny Mayo
Benjamin
Prayers of Intercession

1st

Markus Van Staden

Linda Hanna

8th

Lucy Crowther

Clive Rudkin

15th

Dora Parajos

Jenny Mayo

22nd

Rosie Benjamin

Kees Maxey

29th

Dora Parajos

The Cheers

Coffee
1st

Mary Tate and Sheila Crisp

8th

Elaine Austin and Margaret Gazely

15th

Gabrielle Crowther

22nd

Linda Hanna

29th

Sally Bealey
CHURCH CALENDAR – JULY 2018

Sunday
Wednesday

1st
4th

Thursday

5th

10 am
11.45 am
2 pm
8 pm

Mrs. Beryl Hunt
20 Minute Worship
URC Knitters
Sacred Space
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Sunday

8th

10 am

Worship Group

Monday
Wednesday
Thursday

9th
11th
12th

2.30 pm
9.30 am
7.30 pm

Monday Guild
Sacred Space
Bible Study Group

Sunday
Wednesday

15th
18th

10 am
9.30 am

Rev Sheila Maxey
Sacred Space

Sunday

22nd 10 am

Wednesday

25th

9.30 am

Rev Birgit Ewald – with
Holy Communion
Sacred Space

Sunday

29th

10 am

Mr. Tim Lee

THE COURIER
The next issue of The COURIER for Aug.Sept 2018 will be
available on Sunday the 29th July 2018.
All articles and content for publication of the COURIER
should be sent to Corne Van Staden email:
hcvstaden@gmail.com
If you have articles for inclusion please ensure that these are
emailed to Corne as early as possible during the week
commencing Monday the 16th July and before the final deadline
of Sunday the 22nd July.
EDITOR
Corne Van Staden
PRINTING
Jenny Mayo
COLLATION & DISTRIBUTION Jenny Mayo
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BRENTWOOD UNITED REFORMED CHURCH
New Road, Brentwood, CM14 4GD
SUNDAY WORSHIP
10:00 am Family Worship with Creche and Junior Church
Holy Communion is usually celebrated at Morning Worship on
the last Sunday of each month.
Details of preachers and special events are given in the
COURIER.
EACH WEEK:
Brownies:

To be confirmed

WEDNESDAYS: 12:00pm Luncheon Club
FRIDAYS:

09:45am – 11:45am Coffee Shop

