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In ‘ a certain day, today,’ (Hebrews 4:7)… the voice of
the Lord
Dear friends,
In my first Christmas season 2018 in
Essex I asked for your prayer requests,
so that I could pray for you during 2019. It
has been my privilege to share the
prayers that you had in your hearts. There were quite a few
prayers for the world, community, family and individuals in
various aspects of our lives. The most commonly requested
prayer was for ‘peace’ then ‘health’ and ‘family,’ which were
followed by ‘love,’ ‘happy life’ and ‘the togetherness of the
community.’
I recently asked to have your prayers for 2020. If you haven’t
given them to me yet, please do so via my email, a phone call,
or in person. If you write down your name and provide more
detail it will help me to have more understanding of the
background to your prayer.
If you were to ask me about my prayer request for 2020, it is
definitely the phrase, ‘in a certain day, today, hear the voice
of the Lord.’ There are a lot of prayers on my heart, but this has
been burning within my heart since we started to read the letter
of Hebrews.
In an unstable situation among Christians in the Early Church,
the writer of Hebrews assures us that the God, who had spoken
by his prophets throughout all the generations, has been
continuously speaking through Jesus, the mediator of the new
covenant.
In the challenges, troubles, hardships that we are confronting in
our lives in every respect, Jesus is taking each step of our
journey with us. Therefore, ‘look to Jesus the pioneer and
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perfecter of our faith’ in confidence, not growing weary or losing
hearts (Hebrews 12:1-3).
In this respect, we have started our Daily Bible Reading Project
with the Gospel according to John from 12th January 2020,
which will carry on until one week after Easter Sunday (the Daily
Bible Reading Schedule Chart is available in the church).
You may choose your preferred time of the day and reflect on
the passage with me for the day with prayer. There is no certain
way to do this; it is totally up to you. I would say it is a time for a
date with God.
I normally have my devotion time in the morning, starting with a
short prayer, reading passages selected for the day and
reflecting with some questions:
‘Who is God, Jesus & the Holy Spirit in this passage?’
‘What has the Lord done or promised for us and for the world?’
‘What did the passages mean to its original readers and what
does it tell us today?’
any question with ‘why?’
and finishing with prayer.
You may create your own way of doing it, but most importantly
in a way you are comfortable with.
I hope that ‘Walking the Way: Living the life of Jesus Today’ in
2020 will be exciting and joyful, using the Gospel of John to help
us hear the voice of the Lord in all our TODAYs.
Barnabas

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS
This is going to be a rather strange issue of News – it
seems that several of the church family rather than being
at home have moved to Queens Hospital! My husband is
still in Queens recovering from a stroke and Margaret C.
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and Jim and Jean N. are also in the hospital. Margaret has
some heart irregularities, Jean has had a very bad fall and
Jim is waiting for surgery. I am visiting David regularly and
it would seem that I will be able to add some variety to my
day by visiting other friends – not the happiest way but I
am glad to be on the spot. Clive and Carolyn R. are both
home and managing with carers and we hope that they will
eventually b able to come to church again. Elaine A. has
problems with her eyes but is still able to drive and we
hope that she will have some improvement in her
condition.
There is actually some good news – Sally B’s son,
Stephen is changing jobs and relocating work from
Southend so Sally will have some family nearer at hand.
Heather D. is enjoying the changes she has made in her
life with her college course and her job and she is saving
hard to go to Russia with the band later in the year.
Jeremy is happier at school with problems sorted out. We
ask your prayers for all members of the church family in
this difficult time.
There are several birthdays to
celebrate in this issue of News
– Lily J is 17 on February 25th
and Heather D is 17 on March
5th.
Among older members – Peg G is 94 on February 5th, Jill
C is 86 on February 24th, Jim N is 91 on March 1st and
Sheila M is 82 on March 19th.
Rosalie
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NEWS FROM THE CHURCH SECRETARY
ELDERS ELECTIONS 2020
February is the time for our annual
Elders elections and if you are a
member you will be given a
nomination form with this edition of
the Courier. This year Kees Maxey,
Ian Davidson, Moses Tsingano, Sally Bealey and Corne
Van Staden will be continuing in service. Rosalie Brentnall
and Jenny Mayo have come to the end of their terms of
service. Please consider if you can serve the church in this
vital role if you are asked.
ANNUAL CHURCH MEETING
The date of our Annual Church Meeting has been agreed
as Sunday, 22nd Marchafter morning worship and all
members and friends are encouraged to attend and hear
the reports of 2019 events and activities. If you have had
responsibilities during this period you will soon receive
invitations to give reports at the meeting and also to
indicate if you would be prepared to continue in these roles
for the next year. We will then know if we need to be
aware of the need for any replacements before the
meeting.
JARS OF CHANGE - WATERAID APPEAL
Our annual appeal for Wateraid during
Lent always gets a good response and
if you want to pick up a jar (or use one
of your own) for your small change
collecting you will find some at the
church from the first Sunday in Lent –
1st March.
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Advance Notice ……………..
37th UNLOCK LONDON WALK –
SATURDAY 25th APRIL

Members of our church have been taking part in this for
many years and this year the walk will be around the
Tower Hamlets area of London – much closer to home this
year! There will be more details in the next edition of the
Courier so please make a note of the date if you would like
to join the 700 or so walkers who take part each year.
http://www.unlock-urban.org.uk/

Jenny Mayo
Report from the Church Treasurer
The Sunday collections are summarised in
the table below from the whole of the year
2019. A comparison is made of the
collection for 2018.
Total per Loose
Envelope
Date
year
collection
collection
Total 2017
10,236.71 1,720.26
8,516.45
Total 2018
10,021.94 1,783.93
8,238.01
Per week 2018 192.73
34.31
158.42
Total 2019
8,690.24 1,688.74
7,001.50
Per week 2019 167.12
32.48
134.64
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As can be seen, there has been a significant drop in the
collection which has been caused by members moving
from Brentwood and from deaths of members.
A further 25% will be received from Gift Aid on donations
made by individuals who have made the relevant
declaration, and as well on the loose collection. This
comes from the tax authorities and will be claimed this
year. In addition a number of members have made a
standing order. (This is of great benefit to the church as it
gives us a regular and dependable income which allows
the Elders to plan the work of the church.) If you want
support the church in this way, please contact me.
Kees

WOMAN’S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER
The annual service will be held at Hutton Free Church, in
Hanging Hill Lane, on 6th March, at 10.oo a.m.
All Welcome.
Eileen Goult
Zimbabwe means ‘House of Stones’ and it is located in
Southern Africa. It is a landlocked country that lies
between the Limpopo River in the
south and the mighty Zambezi
River in the north.
Harare is the capital city and also
the seat of government, while
Bulawayo is the second largest
city. The country has an estimated population of about 16
million people and 16 official languages. English, Shona
and Ndebele are the most widely used.
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The painting portrays people’s lives in the society.
Whereby the top part background from right to left
represents a transition from a dark difficult past as a nation
to a more prosperous and promising future.
The bottom composition is more a display of love, healing
and reconciliation as inspired by the story of John 5: 2-9a.
The part with vegetation is representative of the potential
economic productivity since the nation is an agricultural
based economy.
I do abstract and semi abstract
figurative paintings with lots of
texture and a colorful finish. I am
very much inspired by people's
lives, the way they relate to each
other and the way they view
things. I focus mainly on women
as
a
woman
myself.
Empowerment is also displayed
in the work.
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The Artist
Nonny Mathe is a Zimbabwean born artist who lives in
Bulawayo, Zimbabwe. She studied art at Mzilikazi Art and
Craft Centre in the late 90s. She has been practicing art
for more than15 years.
She has done group exhibitions locally at the National
Gallery of Zimbabwe and National Gallery of Bulawayo.
She has had exhibitions across Africa - Botswana,
Namibia, Mozambique and South Africa - and in Denmark,
at the Christa Tribal and Modern Gallery.
Her first solo exhibition was at the National Gallery in
Bulawayo, and the second solo exhibition was at The
Dancing Fish Gallery at Madi a Thavha, Louis Trichardt.
She has received an Awards of Merit in Heritage Exhibition
as the best female artist in Visual Arts, Bulawayo. She was
also nominated for best exhibition in the National Merit
Awards. She is currently a resident artist at the National
Gallery in Bulawayo.
“Rise! Take your mat and walk.”
Writer country: Zimbabwe
John 5:2-9a

Extract from a letter from Doreen Hopcraft, member of
this church from the 1960s to the 1990s, now living
near her son, Alan, in Nottingham.
“Ken and I would have had our 60th wedding anniversary
last year and fond memories returned of how the Cheers,
Maxeys and Hopcrafts all seemed to celebrate their
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wedding anniversaries very near each other. Our eight
children had a happy childhood in the church. I do not
know where all those years have gone, it does not seem
so many years since they were all taking part in Ruth’s
plays.
……………
My best wishes to you all for 2020 and anyone who
remembers us at the church. I still think of Brentwood
URC as my church even though I am a Methodist now.
Parkinson’s and a double cataract on my left eye make
writing a bit difficult but I hope you can make out most of
this.
With very happy memories of Church walks and Easter
breakfasts and much more.
Every blessing and love”
Doreen Hopcraft.
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Christmas 2019 giving
We sent £318. 48 to the Christian Aid Christmas
appeal.
We sent £410.33 to CRISIS.
The Friday Coffee Shop for carers
and toddlers gave the church
£200 to divide between our
Christmas charities, so we divided the money between
Christian Aid, Crisis and SNAP, our communion charity in
December.
Thank you all for your generosity.
Kees Maxey, treasurer
Author unknown and one of those great stories, which
my mother shared with me and I wish to share with
you …
A wealthy man and his son loved to collect rare works of art.
They had everything in their collection, from Picasso to
Raphael. They would often sit together and admire the great
works of art.
When the Vietnam conflict broke out, the son went to war. He
was very courageous and died in battle while rescuing another
soldier. The father was notified and grieved deeply for his only
son.
About a month later, just before Christmas, there was a knock at
the door. A young man stood at the door with a large package in
his hands.
He said, 'Sir, you don't know me, but I am the soldier for whom
your son gave his life. He saved many lives that day, and he
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was carrying me to safety when a bullet struck him in the heart
and he died instantly... He often talked about you, and your love
for art.' The young man held out this package. 'I know this isn't
much. I'm not really a great artist, but I think your son would
have wanted you to have this.'
The father opened the package. It was a portrait of his son,
painted by the young man. He stared in awe at the way the
soldier had captured the personality of his son in the painting.
The father, was so drawn to the eyes that his own eyes welled
up with tears. He thanked the young man and offered to pay him
for the picture. 'Oh, no sir, I could never repay what your son did
for me. It's a gift.'
The father hung the portrait over his mantle. Every time visitors
came to his home he took them to see the portrait of his son
before he showed them any of the other great works he had
collected.
The man died a few months later. There was to be a great
auction of his paintings. Many influential people gathered,
excited over seeing the great paintings and having an
opportunity to purchase one for their collection.
On the platform sat the painting of the son. The auctioneer
pounded his gavel. 'We will start the bidding with this picture of
the son. Who will bid for this picture?'
There was silence...
Then a voice in the back of the room shouted, 'We want to see
the famous paintings. Skip this one.'
But the auctioneer persisted 'Will somebody bid for this
painting? Who will start the bidding? $100, $200?' Another voice
angrily. 'We didn't come to see this painting. We came to see
the Van Gogh's, the Rembrandts. Get on with the Real bids!'
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But still the auctioneer continued. 'The son! The son! Who'll take
the son?' Finally, a voice came from the very back of the room.
It was the long-time gardener of the man and his son. 'I'll give
$10 for the painting...' Being a poor man, it was all he could
afford.
'We have $10, who will bid $20?'
'Give it to him for $10. Let's see the masters.'
The crowd was becoming angry, they didn't want the picture of
the son. They wanted the more worthy investments for their
collections. The auctioneer pounded the gavel… 'Going once,
twice, SOLD for $10!'
A man sitting on the second row shouted, 'Now let's get on with
the collection!'
The auctioneer laid down his gavel. 'I'm sorry, the auction is
over.'
'What about the paintings?' 'I am sorry. When I was called to
conduct this auction, I was told of a secret stipulation in the
will... I was not allowed to reveal that stipulation until this time.
Only the painting of the son would be auctioned. Whoever
bought that painting would inherit the entire estate, including the
paintings.
The man who took the son gets everything!'
God gave His son over 2,000 years ago to die on the Cross.
Much like the auctioneer, His message today is: 'The Son, the
Son, who'll take the Son?'
Because, you see, whoever takes the Son gets everything!
FOR GOD SO LOVED THE WORLD HE GAVE HIS ONLY
BEGOTTEN SON, WHO SO EVER BELIEVETH, SHALL HAVE
ETERNAL LIFE...THAT'S LOVE
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Communion Alms Fund
The retiring collection for February 2020 is for Essex
Search and Rescue.
Every year, hundreds of
people
are
reported
missing in Essex. In the
majority of cases, they
turn up safe and well - but
sometimes they do not.
That is when Essex
Search and Rescue go
into action. Essex Search and Rescue responds at any
time, day or night, to calls from the Police, to assist in the
search for vulnerable missing persons. In each case, a fast
response is vital.
All members of the group are volunteers but funds are
needed to purchase equipment.
You can also donate directly to Essex Air ambulance via:
https://ehaat.org/donate/
The retiring collection for March 20209 is for the
Communion Alms Fund.
Prayer calendar for February and March 2020
Week beginning:
February 3rd:

The financial sector and its employees;
Victims of abuse;
PENHA, our Commitment for Life project.
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February 10th
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The churches as they observe Lent;
Lent Study Groups, here and elsewhere;
Billericay URC.

February 17th: Areas of conflict around the world;
Theological Colleges, their staffs and students;
Ingatestone URC.
February 24th

The people of Wales (St. David’s Day, March
1st);
Women in the Church (Women’s World Day of
Prayer March 2nd);
Producers in the developing world (Free Trade
Fortnight begins tomorrow).

March 2th

Our Minister, Elders and leaders;
The Bible Societies;
Brentwood Methodist Church.

March 9th

Mothers and families (Mothering Sunday
today);
The British Commonwealth (Commonwealth
Day tomorrow);
The people of Ireland (St. Patrick’s Day March
17th).

March 16th

Victims of racial discrimination;
Hirers of our building;
Our Junior Church.

March 23th

The Church as it observes Holy Week and
Easter;
Anyone in special need at Easter time;
Group activities in our church.
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22nd March! From the Juniors….
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DUTY ROTAS – FEBRUARY 2020
Flowers
2nd

Vestry

9th

BRENTWOOD METHODIST BRENTWOOD
CHURCH
METHODIST
CHURCH
Margaret Cheer
Corne Van Staden

16th

Eileen Goult

Sally Bealey

23rd

Mary Tate

Rosalie Brentnall

Steward

Reader

2nd

9th

BRENTWOOD METHODIST BRENTWOOD
CHURCH
METHODIST
CHURCH
Gabrielle Crowther
Lucy Crowther

16th

Gordon Hanna

Josh Hanna

23rd

Corne Van Staden

Markus Van Staden

Prayers of Intercession

Coffee

9th

BRENTWOOD METHODIST BRENTWOOD
CHURCH
METHODIST
CHURCH
Linda Hanna
TBC

16th

Moses Tsingano

Elaine Austin

23rd

Kees Maxey

Gabrielle Crowther

2nd
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CHURCH CALENDAR – FEBRUARY 2019
Sunday

2nd

10 am

Worship at Brentwood
Methodist Church
Sacred Space
URC Knitters

Wednesday

5th

9.30 am
2 pm

Sunday

9th

10 am

Monday
Wednesday

10th
12th

2.30 pm
9.30 am

Revd Barnabas Shin
Elders Meeting
Monday Guild
Sacred Space

Sunday

16th

10 am

Mrs. Beryl Hunt

Wednesday

19th

9.30 am
2 pm

Sacred Space
URC Knitters

Thursday

20th

7.30 pm

Bible Study Group at 48
St. Thomas Road

Sunday

23rd

10 am

Wednesday

26th

9.30 am

Revd Sheila Maxey –
with Holy Communion
Sacred Space

DUTY ROTAS – MARCH 2020
Flowers

Vestry

1st

Elaine Austin

Sheila Maxey

8th

Margaret Cheer

Rosalie Brentnall

15th

Eileen Goult

Moses Tsingano

22nd

Mary Tate

Rosalie Brentnall

29th

Elaine Austin

Rosalie Brentnall
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Steward

Reader

1st

Mary Tate

TBC

8th

Corne Van Staden

Markus Van Staden

15th

Gabrielle Crowther

Lucy Crowther

22nd

Gordon Hanna

Josh Hanna

29th

Corne Van Staden

Markus Van Staden
Coffee

1st

Prayers of
Intercession
Ian Davidson

8th

Sally Bealey

Eileen Goult

15th

Linda Hanna

Elaine Austin

22nd

Ian Davidson

TBC

29th

Moses Tsingano

Elaine Austin

Linda Hanna

CHURCH CALENDAR – MARCH 2020
Sunday

1st

10 am

Brentwood Schools
Christian Worker Trust

Wednesday

4th

9.30 am
2 pm

Sacred Space
URC Knitters

Sunday
Monday
Wednesday
Thursday

8th
9th
11th
12th

10 am
2.30 pm
9.30 am
7.30 pm

Revd Barnabas Shin
Monday Guild
Sacred Space
Bible Study Group at 48
St. Thomas Road
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Sunday

15th

10 am

Mrs Beryl Hunt

Wednesday

18th

9.30 am
2 pm

Sacred Space
URC Knitters
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Sunday
22nd 10 am
Revd Barnabas Shin Holy Communion ANNUAL CHURCH MEETING
Deadline for April/May Courier
Wednesday 25th 9.30 am
Sacred Space
Sunday

29th

10 am

Revd Eric Baldwin

THE COURIER
The next issue of The COURIER for April.May 2020 will be
available on Sunday the 29th March 2020.
All articles and content for publication of the COURIER
should be sent to Corne Van Staden email:
hcvstaden@gmail.com

If you have articles for inclusion please ensure that these are
emailed to Corne as early as possible during the week
commencing Monday the 16th March and before the final
deadline of Sunday the 22nd March.
EDITOR

Corne Van Staden

 01277 203830
 07740196882

PRINTING

Jenny Mayo

COLLATION & DISTRIBUTION

Jenny Mayo
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BRENTWOOD UNITED REFORMED CHURCH
New Road, Brentwood, CM14 4GD
SUNDAY WORSHIP
10:00 am Family Worship with Creche and Junior Church
Holy Communion is usually celebrated at Morning Worship on
the last Sunday of each month.
Details of preachers and special events are given in the
COURIER.
EACH WEEK:
Brownies:

To be confirmed

WEDNESDAYS: 12:00pm Luncheon Club
FRIDAYS:

09:45am – 11:45am Coffee Shop

