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Dear Friends,
Sunday 13th January 2019 was a very
special day for two young kids, who
were baptized in the name of the
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. I
was honored to share this big
celebration with them. I did not plan it, but the lectionary
reading was about Jesus’ baptism in Luke and I was
fascinated to look at the family tree of Jesus that Luke
records just after the story of Jesus’ baptism. All the
names mentioned from Adam to Jesus meant something
special; names that illustrate how God has been faithful
throughout the history of humanity in carrying on His
mysterious plan for His beautifully created world.
This list of names reminds me of a person named Robert
Jermaine Thomas (1839-1866), a Welsh missionary. In
1866 he went to spread the gospel in Korea with the Bible
translated into Chinese (at that time Korea used both
Korean
and
Chinese
characters). In his second
visit on 4th September 1866,
there was a big clash
between an American trading
ship, 'General Sherman', and
the Korean soldiers. As a
result, the ship was burned, and many of the crew were
killed including Robert Thomas (a picture of this scene is
on the left).
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Several decades later in 1907, there was a great revival in
Korea in the city of Pyongyang (now the capital city of
North Korea). As part of the 100th anniversary celebration
of the great revival in 2007 Korean scholars attempted to
explore the root of Korean Christianity and discovered a
wonderful story about the link with Robert Thomas.
Cutting a long story short I will share a few highlights of it
with you. Chun-Gwon Park, who actually killed Robert
Thomas, later converted to Christianity after he read the
Bible that Robert Thomas brought. One of the people,
Young-sik Park, took the scattered pages of the Bible that
were strewn on the beach where Thomas died and used
the pages as wallpaper for his house in Pyongyang. He
was inspired by the Bible pages and became a Christian,
and the house later became a church. This church rapidly
grew and became a bigger church, and was named
Chang-dah-hyeun
church. It was from this
church that the great
1907
revival
commenced. (a picture
on the left).
The revival that started with the inspiration of the Bible
shook the villages and the whole city with the power of
transformation of individual lives as well as that of society.
Broken relationships were reconciled; addiction from drugs
and alcohol stopped and women were equally
acknowledged as children of God. It was Christians who
stood on the frontline to fight against the Japanese Empire
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for Korea’s independence in the early 1900s and to fight
against the injustices within society.
The former manse at Hanover Chapel in Llanover, near
Abergavenny in Wales, was home of Robert Thomas as
his father was minister of the chapel, which was about to
close. However, after this amazing story was discovered,
this chapel became a special place of pilgrimage for
Korean Christians. It is said that Korean Christians may
not know that Wales is a country with its own language
and history, but they do know that Wales is where Robert
Thomas came from. And now a Korean minister works in
Hanover church on behalf of the URC.
I humbly pray for these two kids, that every step of their
journey of faith will be with God’s guidance and protection.
I also pray for all who recall their baptism to remember that
we are all placed in the one family tree of the people of
God, through whom God is faithfully carrying on His
mysterious plan for this world.
Barnabas Shin

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS
The Pastoral Care Group are happy to report that most of
the congregation seem to be keeping fairly fit.
Rosalie Brentnall

http://www.whizz-kidz.org.uk/about-us
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About Us
We're working
hard to transform
the lives of
disabled children
across the UK,
supporting them
to become
confident and
independent young adults.
Find out more about who we are, our latest reports and
resources and what's going on right now at Whizz-Kidz.
NEWS FROM THE CHURCH SECRETARY
ELDERS ELECTIONS 2019
February is the time for our annual Elders elections and
you will find a nomination form in this issue of the Courier.
This year Rosalie Brentnall, Kees Maxey and Jenny Mayo
will be continuing in service. Ian Davidson is due to stand
for re-election this year and he has indicated he would be
willing to continue if elected. This will again leave us with
four serving Elders and we will therefore have five
vacancies to fill. Please consider if you can serve the
church in this vital role.
ANNUAL CHURCH MEETING
The date of our Annual Church Meeting has been agreed
as Sunday, 24th March after morning worship and all
members are encouraged to attend and hear the reports of
2018 events and activities. If you have had responsibilities
during this period you will soon receive invitations to give
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reports at the meeting and also to indicate if you would be
prepared to continue in these roles for the next year. We
will then know if we need to be aware of the need for any
replacements before the meeting.
JARS OF CHANGE - WATERAID APPEAL
Our annual appeal for Wateraid during
Lent always gets a good response and if
you want to pick up a jar (or use one of
your own) for your small change
collecting you will find some at the
church from the first Sunday in Lent 10th March.
Advance Notice ……………..
36th UNLOCK LONDON WALK –
SATURDAY 27TH APRIL
Members of our church have been taking part in this for
many years and this year the walk will be around the
Morden and South Wimbledon area of London. There will
be more details in the next edition of the Courier so please
make a note of the date if you would like to join the 700 or
so walkers who take part each year.
Jenny Mayo
Church photo album
I have started a new church photo album with the start of
Barnabas’ ministry with us. If you take a photo of any
church event or church group, or just ordinary church life,
please email the photo to me (or give me a print) and I will

8

BRENTWOOD URC - The COURIER – Feb.March 2019

put it in the book.
ask to see it.

The book is kept in the office so just

Sheila Maxey
Barnabas with the family and friends of the Gausi
family on the occasion of the baptism of Tawonga and
Chikondi Gausi on Sunday 13th January.

Report from the Treasurer
The weekly collection at Sunday morning service for the
last two years is listed below:
Date
Total 2017
Total 2018

TOTAL
£10,236.71
£10,021.94

Loose
Envelopes
£1,720.26 £8,516.45
£1,783.93 £8,238.01
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As can be seen, there is a slight reduction in contribution
overall in the amount collected.
In addition to this collection,
there will be about an extra
quarter received from the Inland
Revenue in Gift Aid which is
payable on both almost all of the
envelope contributions and also
on the loose collection. In
addition, in 2018, a further
£5,700 was received, mostly by Standing Orders, which
will also receive a further 25% through Gift Aid. The loose
collection also gets money from the Government as well.

Kees Maxey
Monday Guild
At the December 2018 meeting, Margaret and Tony Cheer
organised a programme of music and Bible reading for
Christmas. We also enjoyed some carol singing.

In January 2019, Peter Mayo presented a selection of
recordings by a local historian talking about past events
and developments experienced in Brentwood.
Our next meeting will be Monday February 11th. at 2.30 pm
and then March 11th. – both at 2.30 p.m. in the William
Hunter room.
Women’s World Day of Prayer
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The women of Slovenia have arranged a service for the
Women’s World Day of Prayer to be held on Friday 1st
March. The theme is ‘Everything is Ready’.
A service locally will be held at:
10.00 a.m. St. Peter’s Church, Hutton
Women make up just over half of the
population of Slovenia, due to their
slightly longer life-span. Those born
after 2000 have an average life
expectancy of 82 years.
Women have the same access to
education as men, as is seen in the
very similar numbers of students,
graduates and doctoral students in
universities. 65% of women work,
and of those 92% work full time. The majority of women
work in health and social services, the public sector and
teaching. On average women earn 7% less than men, one
exception being in the construction and transport
industries where, despite being only 10% of the working
population, many have higher paid jobs than men.
In families where both parents work, housework and
childcare is shared with the grandparents. Work-life
balance is an issue for working mothers with the burden of
domestic tasks such as buying food, cooking, cleaning,
laundry and helping children with their homework falling to
women.
Slovenia held their first World Day of Prayer in 2000,
organised by Ljudmila Schmidt Šemerl from Switzerland.
Corinna Harbig took over the following year encouraging
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women from across Slovenia to work ecumenically,
preparing and centrally translating the worship service and
resources. Today around 500 people from Catholic,
Lutheran, Pentecostal and evangelical churches attend the
World Day of Prayer in six locations around Slovenia.
https://www.wwdp.org.uk/wdp-2017/theme-and-country/
Everyone will be made welcome.
E Goult

Blackboards and desks for a school in Uganda

PE
NHA has been asked to support a primary school in
Uganda – and it has asked for funds from the Brentwood
church. The Church meeting on 13th. January agreed to
launch this appeal.
We have been asked to support the Kijumba Bright Future
Nursery and Primary School.
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It is in the central part of what is called the Cattle Corridor
in the country – and consequently will mainly have the
children of pastoralists. It was started in 2009 by the
chairperson (Mr. Badiidi Eriasaph) of the local village
council. In 2017 he gave four acres of his own land to it
and it now officially belongs to the community. The nearest
government school is over seven kilometres away. This
photograph is of one of the class rooms. The school aims
to have 80 children enrolled this year. The head teacher is
Mr. Innocent Itumeineho – and his immediate need is for
80 seating desks and three moveable blackboards for the
school. The desks will be important as school books, pens
and pencils and such like will be stored there.
What are we being asked for? The black board will cost
60,000 Ugandan shillings each (just under £14) the desks
will cost 50,000 Ugandan shillings (about £12 each). All of
these will be made locally. This comes to £1,000 for all the
items, plus £100 to cover the necessary administration.
This will be done by Elizabeth Katushabe, PENHA’s
Ugandan representative who is a volunteer herself and
who will report back to us.
We will fundraise for the three blackboards first – and then
as many desks as possible. The money will be eligible for
Gift Aid – so that we will get an extra 25 p for every £1 we
collect. We will start collecting at the beginning of
February. We intend to use a display board in the hall to
give more information and to chart how the appeal is
going.
Kees Maxey
A very big thank you from the
family support and protection
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social work teams working in the local area. I had a
discussion with a social worker upon my arrival to say that
gifts will be going out that evening to a new family who
they are supporting with a mum and three children fleeing
domestic abuse and had to flee their house that morning
with nothing. The foodbank helped with food, women’s aid
with a refuge and the fantastic gifts from you, for
Christmas presents. It is not every day one sees a social
worker that happy!
Corne Van Staden
Christmas giving
Christian Aid Christmas Appeal
We raised a total of £420. £190 of
that was gift aided.
The total
included two large donations of £100.
Crisis
We raised a total of £320, mostly at the Carol Service, but
also with a large donation of £100.
Coffee Shop gave us £120 towards our Christmas
charities so we divided that between Christian Aid, Crisis
and SNAP, the children’s charity to which our December
communion offering was dedicated.
After Christmas a donation of £100 was sent to
Commitment for Life.
Thank you for your donations, whether large or small, all
given with love and concern for others in need.
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Kees Maxey, treasurer

Food Cuts to Gaza and West Bank
The World Food Programme (WFP) will be cutting food aid
to Palestine due to insufficient funds. Around 190,000
Palestinians will be affected. The WFP attributed this
selective deprivation to the US withdrawal of humanitarian
aid.
In a recent report, the Programme stated that 22.5% of
Palestinians suffer
from food insecurity.
It identifies lack of
mobility
and
economic
restrictions
as
reasons. Before the
occupation
local
populations lived in
relative abundance.
Humanitarian aid is currently necessary because of the
Israeli occupation. However, aid cannot be seen as a longterm solution. Some see it as little more than a veneer that
maintains the current state of political violence.
Nevertheless, the funding crisis ought to become a call to
accountability, not only to the State of Israel, but also to
the so-called international community. Who is being held
to account for this insecurity is a question that needs to be
asked. It is unlikely to be answered any time soon.
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Pope Calls for Resumed Talks
On Christmas Day 2018
Pope Francis called for the
resumption of talks between
Israel and Palestine. He
included his comments along
with prayers for many other
conflict regions in the world.
Francis said he hoped that the people of Photo: Wikimedia
the region would “…end up with a deal that guarantees
coexistence between two states and achieves the longawaited peace.”
The Pope is known for his strong support for peace,
particularly for the most oppressed and poorest in the
world. "Fraternity among individuals of every nation and
culture. Fraternity among people with different ideas...
Fraternity among persons of different religions," he said.
As Christians, we join Francis in praying and working for
fraternity in Palestine and Israel. A video of his talk can be
found here:https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HWRPGHEo6mM
Commitment for Life is the Global Justice Programme of the United
Reformed Church, UK
Revd Dr Kevin Snyman at Church House 020 7916 2020 ext. 256 or
Suzanne Pearson (Tues or Wed) 020 7916 2020 ext. 224
Website https://urc.org.uk/our-work/commitment-for-life
FB: @comm4life
Twitter: @Comm4Life1

Communion Alms Fund
The retiring collection for February 2019 is for Essex
Search and Rescue.
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Every year, hundreds of
people
are
reported
missing in Essex. In the
majority of cases, they
turn up safe and well - but
sometimes they do not.
That is when Essex
Search and Rescue go
into action. Essex Search and Rescue responds at any
time, day or night, to calls from the Police, to assist in the
search for vulnerable missing persons. In each case, a fast
response is vital.
All members of the group are volunteers but funds are
needed to purchase equipment.
You can also donate directly to Essex Air ambulance via:
https://ehaat.org/donate/
The retiring collection for March 2019 is for the
Communion Alms Fund.
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DUTY ROTAS – FEBRUARY 2019
Flowers
3rd

Vestry

BRENTWOOD
METHODIST
CHURCH
10th Jenny Mayo

BRENTWOOD METHODIST
CHURCH

17th Elaine Austin

Rosalie Brentnall

24th Margaret Cheer

Ian Davidson

3rd

10th
17th
24th

Rosalie Brentnall

Steward

Notices

Reader

BRENTWOOD
METHODIST
CHURCH
Kees Maxey

BRENTWOOD
METHODIST
CHURCH
Jenny Mayo

Gabrielle
Crowther
Margaret Cheer

Jenny Mayo

BRENTWOOD
METHODIST
CHURCH
Rosalie
Brentnall
Lucy Crowther

Stan Francis

Prayers of
Intercession
3rd BRENTWOOD
METHODIST
CHURCH
10th Kees Maxey

Coffee

17th Linda Hanna

Vacant

24th Moses Tsingano

Eileen Goult

Heather
Davidson

BRENTWOOD METHODIST CHURCH

Sally Bealey
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CHURCH CALENDAR – FEBRUARY 2019
Sunday
3rd
Methodist Church
Wednesday 6th

10 am

Worship at Brentwood

9.30 am
2 pm

Sacred Space
URC Knitters

Sunday
10th
Monday
11th
Wednesday 13th
Thursday
14th
St. Thomas Road

10 am
2.30 pm
9.30 am
7.30 pm

Mrs Beryl Hunt
Monday Guild
Sacred Space
Bible Study Group at 48

Sunday

17th

10 am

Revd Eric Baldwin

Wednesday

20th

9.30 am
2 pm

Sacred Space
URC Knitters

Sunday
24th
Holy Communion

10 am

Revd Barnabas Shin -

Wednesday

9.30 am

Elders Meeting
Sacred Space

30th

DUTY ROTAS – MARCH 2019
Flowers

Vestry

3rd

Eileen Goult

Kees Maxey

10th

Mary Tate

Rosalie Brentnall

17th

TBC

Rosalie Brentnall

24th

TBC

Ian Davidson

31st

Jenny Mayo

Kees Maxey
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Steward

Notices

Reader

3rd

Linda Hanna

Jenny Mayo

TBC

10th

Kees Maxey

Jenny Mayo

17th

Gabrielle Crowther

Jenny Mayo

Rosalie
Brentnall
Lucy Crowther

24th

Margaret Cheer

Stan Francis

31st

Linda Hanna

Jenny Mayo

Heather
Davidson
TBC

Prayers of Intercession Coffee
3rd

Sally Bealey

Mary Tate

10th

Jenny Mayo

Mary Tate

17th

Linda Hanna

Elaine Austin
Gabrielle Crowther

24th
31st

Eileen Goult

Clive Rudkin

CHURCH CALENDAR – MARCH 2019
Sunday
Dolan Harrison
Wednesday 6th

3rd

10 am

Sunday
Monday
11th
Wednesday 13th
Thursday
14th
St. Thomas Road

10th 10 am
Mrs Beryl Hunt
2.30 pm
Monday Guild
9.30 am
Sacred Space
7.30 pm
Bible Study Group at 48

9.30 am
2 pm

Mrs Amanda
Sacred Space
URC Knitters
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Sunday
17th 10 am
Christian Worker Trust
Wednesday 20th 9.30 am
2 pm

Brentwood Schools
Sacred Space
URC Knitters

Sunday
24th 10 am
Revd Barnabas Shin Holy Communion ANNUAL CHURCH MEETING
Deadline for April/May Courier
Wednesday 27th 9.30 am
Sacred Space
Sunday

31st

10 am

TBC - Mothering Sunday

THE COURIER
The next issue of The COURIER for April.May 2019 will be
available on Sunday the 31st March 2019.
All articles and content for publication of the COURIER
should be sent to Corne Van Staden email:
hcvstaden@gmail.com

If you have articles for inclusion please ensure that these are
emailed to Corne as early as possible during the week
commencing Monday the 18th March 2019 and before the final
deadline of Sunday the 24th March 2019.
EDITOR

Corne Van Staden

 01277 203830
 07740196882

PRINTING

Kees Maxey

COLLATION & DISTRIBUTION

Kees Maxey
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BRENTWOOD UNITED REFORMED CHURCH
New Road, Brentwood, CM14 4GD
SUNDAY WORSHIP
10:00 am Family Worship with Creche and Junior Church
Holy Communion is usually celebrated at Morning Worship on
the last Sunday of each month.
Details of preachers and special events are given in the
COURIER.
EACH WEEK:
Brownies:

To be confirmed

WEDNESDAYS: 12:00pm Luncheon Club
FRIDAYS:

09:45am – 11:45am Coffee Shop
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