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Dear Friends, 

By the time you read this 

Christmas will be but a distant 

memory although for some the 

excess is a monthly reminder as 

they strive to pay off the credit 

cards. Once again there was the frenetic rushing about 

right up to the last minute and we in the church are no 

different. I keep a record of what I have written in past 

magazines and quite read before I write my new letter. 

Last year’s letter was very pertinent having just queried 

another event in the diary for (my) next week and there 

isn’t a lot of space… 

 

I don’t believe for one moment I am alone in being busy, 

regularly hearing retired people commenting; “how did we 

have time to go to work” tells me all I need to know. To this 

end I make no apologies for repeating part of my 

newsletter of last year as I believe we need to keep 

hearing the message until we heed it and do it. 

 

An article by Jeff Lucas entitled “Bottleneck – squeezing 

too much in” reminds me us of God’s words to us Psalm 

46.v10 “Be still and know that I am God”. 

 

At any time in our lives it is important for us to know the 

reality of this simple statement straight from the heart of 

God, but perhaps more so at the start of a New Year which 

promises so much uncertainty for so many. 
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Very often, and I am as guilty as the next person, we 

believe that if we are busy doing “stuff” for God and every 

now and then checking in with him, asking for a blessing 

on what we are doing for him; it is all ok, but actually, and 

sadly we miss out on too much. 

 

Jeff Lucas writes: “…I’m asking Jesus, who was not only 

the Prince of Peace but also the Prince of Poise with it, to 

help me brake before I break. I can’t go on sabbatical, rent 

a monk’s habit and go contemplative, or abandon my 

responsibilities. But I can stop to breathe, allow laughter to 

linger, and refuse to allow the schedule to become a 

god...” 

 

God wants us to spend time in his presence, to listen what 

is on his heart for his people, for him to pour out his 

blessings, and to fil us with his peace. If we, as his 

children, are failing to know the reality of God peace how 

can we share with a world in such great need. 

 

He wants us to seek him and to turn back to him, 2 

Chronicles 7:14 says; …if my people, who are called by 

my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my 

face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from 

heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land. So 

at the beginning of 2018 it is vitally important for us to stop 

at regular intervals, to be still in the presence of God and 

know that he is God. 
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Be still, for the presence of the Lord, the Holy One is here; 

Come bow before Him now with reverence and fear. In 

Him no sin is found, we stand on holy ground;  

Be still, for the presence of the Lord, the Holy One is here.  

 

Be still, for the glory of the Lord is shining all around; He 

burns with holy fire, with splendour He is crowned. How 

awesome is the sight, our radiant King of light!  

Be still, for the glory of the Lord is shining all around. 

 

Be still, for the power of the Lord is moving in this place; 

He comes to cleans and heal, to minister His grace. No 

work too hard for Him, in faith receive from Him;  

Be still, for the power of the Lord is moving in this place. 

 

David J Evans (born 1957) 

Used by Permission. CCL Licence No. 214321. 

 

In the world of change and hope, of fear and adventure: 

faithful God glorify your name. Amen. 

 

Love and prayers, 

Ruth 

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS 
 
 
Please remember all our church members both the ill and 
the well in your prayers. 
 
There are several birthdays to celebrate over the next two 
months -  
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Rosalie Brentnall 

 

 
 
 

NEWS FROM THE CHURCH SECRETARY 
 
ELDERS ELECTIONS 2018 
 
February is the time for our annual Elders elections and 
you will find a nomination form in this issue of the Courier.  
This year Rosalie Brentnall, Ian Davidson and Jenny Mayo 
will be continuing in service.  Corne Van Staden has 
completed six years as a serving Elder and is now 
required to step down for at least one year.  We thank 
Corne for her service – just one of the many ways she has 
contributed to our church life, and hope she will be able to 
continue in her other roles in the middle of her very busy 
life.  Kees Maxey and Jim Bealey are due to stand for re-
election this year.  Kees has indicated he would be willing 
to continue if elected.  We all know that ill health has made 
life difficult for Jim for some time and now he does not 
wish to be nominated again.   
 
We send Jim our love and thanks to him and Sally for their 
support during very difficult times for them both. 
 
This will leave us with four serving Elders and we will 
therefore have five vacancies to fill.  Please consider if you 
can serve the church in this vital role. 
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GOOD FRIDAY – WALK OF WITNESS AND 
REFRESHMENTS 
 
Sometimes the deadline for Courier contributions comes in 
the middle of arrangements that are still to be confirmed 
but please note that as far as we know the Walk of 
Witness organised by Churches Together will take place 
as usual and we have offered to provide the usual 
refreshments at the end of the walk.  This will be on 
Friday, March 30th so please put the date in your diary as 
we will need all the help we can get on this very busy 
occasion. 
 
LENT GROUP MEETINGS WITH BRENTWOOD 
METHODIST CHURCH 
 
These are also under discussion and are expected to take 
place on Monday mornings at the Methodist Church.  
Listen for further details during the notices on Sunday 
mornings! 
 
ANNUAL CHURCH MEETING 
 
The provisional date for our Annual Church Meeting has 
been agreed as Sunday, 25th March after morning worship 
and all members are encouraged to attend and hear the 
reports of 2017 events and activities.  If you have had 
responsibilities during this period you will soon receive 
invitations to give reports at the meeting and also to 
indicate if you would be prepared to continue in these roles 
for the next year.   
 
We will then know if we need to be aware of the need for 
any replacements before the meeting. 
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Advance Notice …………….. 
 
35th UNLOCK LONDON WALK – SATURDAY 28TH 
APRIL 
Members of our church have been taking part in this for 
many years and this year the walk will be around the 
Tottenham area of London.  There will be more details in 
the next edition of the Courier so please make a note of 
the date if you would like to join the 700 or so walkers who 
take part each year. 
 
EASTERN SYNOD RETREAT – CLARE PRIORY, 
SUFFOLK 
For some years, Eastern Synod ran day retreats at Clare 
Priory once or twice a year that were enjoyed by several 
members of our congregation. This year they are 
organising a weekend retreat with accommodation at the 
priory from Friday 29th June to Sunday 1st July.  The 
retreat will be led by Revd Mary Irish, a URC Minister and 
spiritual director and Sister Karen Knight, a consecrated 
hermit at Quidenham Monastery.  The charge for this 
retreat, including full board is £140 and you can see more 
details on the notice board.  I have some application forms 
for anyone who is interested and can thoroughly 
recommend any opportunity to spend time enjoying the 
peace and beauty of Clare Priory.  You are advised to 
book early as numbers are strictly limited. 
 

Jenny Mayo 

URC MONDAY GUILD 

 

Unfortunately the December meeting was cancelled due to 

inclement weather. At the January meeting we were 

pleased to welcome Marty Tate who showed slides of 
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monuments and statues of Rome and also the wonderful 

art work of the Vatican. 

 

Our next meeting will be February 12th at 14:30 in the 

William Hunter Room and then March 12th. 

 

WOMEN’S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER  

 

The date this year for 

the service of the 

Women’s World day of 

Prayer is Friday 2nd 

March. Services to be 

held locally at Hutton & 

Shenfield Union 

Church 10am and then 

repeated at St. Joseph 

the Worker Church in 

Hutton at 8pm. 

Everyone will be 

welcome at the 

services. 

 

Eileen Gould  

TRADITION 

 

Forty years on when afar and asunder parted are those 

who are singing today....... 

What brought these words to mind I'm not sure - the 

opening lines of my school song many more than forty 

years ago, and we sang it with gusto on important 
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occasions like prize giving at the end of term and formal 

education when pupils were propelled into the world of 

work at age 14.   We never questioned what the song was 

about.   Eventually I discovered it was the song of Harrow 

School and not composed specially for a small council 

school on the sea-edge of Yorkshire.   The chorus "Follow 

up! .....till the fields ring again and again with the tramp of 

the 22 men" finally made sense! 

 

But forty years ago something was born into the culture of 

BURC.   Advent 1978 was a time of change - a new 

building to move into, a new minister to get to know; things 

happening then might never be the same again.   Tony 

Cheer was instrumental along with the Bible Study Group 

in putting into motion his idea to experience in one evening 

a great many of the elements and activities appropriate to 

the real Christmas:  to get to the heart of the message of 

the incarnation by listening again to the narrative, by 

worship and thanksgiving, fun and feasting as a family 

church, to celebrate the Good News.  Thus on a rather 

chilly and foggy winter's   night close to Christmas forty 

Years ago many of the church family gathered at the 

Grimstead Hall for CELEBRATION.   Friends came 

together that evening, 22nd December 1978, not knowing 

quite what would happen.   A meditation and gospel 

reading from St. John started the event followed by what 

was to be our gift to the community - carol singing in the 

streets!   I recall a dog howling, the fun and the appetite 

we got for the feasting that followed.   Entertainment took 

the form of a hilarious pantomime, appropriately costumed, 

then games and dancing, and the evening finishing in a 
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quieter vein with prayer and O Little Town of Bethlehem. 

 

CELEBRATION has taken place in each of the forty years 

since its inception following the same pattern and under 

the same leadership.  This year we celebrated on 20th 

December 2017.   We sang carols under the street lamps 

of Alfred Street, home to several young families.   Toddlers 

were held up at some windows or front porches.   The 

carol they requested was of course Jingle Bells, not on the 

Bethlehem Carol Sheet but we managed!   The manager 

of Iceland store appreciated our efforts and sent mince 

pies round to the church.   Gifts given, gifts received.  

Supper and mulled wine were delicious and people got 

very close to each other playing Musical Islands.  

Entertainment was led by the Cardiff Quintet composed of 

the John Cheer family on a quick home visit, and much 

appreciated.   As always in the calm of the Sanctum by 

soft light and candles the meaning of Christmas became 

clear once more. 

 

Thus tradition was kept.   Celebrate - its what families do 

at Christmas.  Forty years on - who knows.   

 

Peggy Gershon 

 

A new Bible study/house group 

for 2018 

 

Church Meeting on 14th January 

supported the proposal by Sheila 
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Maxey and Tony Cheer to start a new Bible Study group.   

It will meet once a month in the evening so that those not 

available during the day can attend.   At Tony Cheer’s 

suggestion we will work through Mark’s Gospel as it is the 

Gospel for this year’s lectionary. 

The first meeting will be held on the second Thursday of 

the month, 8 February, from 7.30 – 9pm at 48 St Thomas 

Road.  Please bring a Bible with you and if you want more 

information contact Tony Cheer or Sheila Maxey.   We 

expect to meet again on Thursday 8 March. 

Sacred Space - a small change to the pattern 

Sacred Space will normally continue to take place in the 

Centrum on Wednesday mornings from 9.30 – 10am but 

on the first Thursday of the month it will meet from 8 – 

8.30pm, and not therefore the day before.  This is so that 

one of the regular attenders, who now has a full-time job, 

can continue to join us. 

So ….. Sacred Space will take place on Thursday 1 

February at 8pm – and NOT on Wednesday 31 January at 

9.30am.  

Perhaps this monthly evening Sacred Space may attract 

someone else who cannot manage during the day? 

Sheila Maxey 

WATERAID JARS OF CHANGE LENT APPEAL 2018 

 

Ruqqa lives in Pakistan and she is 12 years old.  She 
longs to go to school – but can’t.  That’s because her 
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school has no running water, there 
are no working toilets, nothing to 
drink all day and nowhere to wash 
hands.  The lack of clean drinking 
water makes it hard for students to 
concentrate and not being able to 
wash their hands increases the 
risk of serious illnesses.  This 
situation forces many children to 

drop out of school. Ruqqa wants to become a nurse when 
she leaves school but is falling behind with her studies and 
opportunities for a decent job and a positive future are 
slipping away. 
 
Last year, our Lent offerings meant that Wateraid could 
install clean water in communities in Madagascar and 
around the world, signalling an end to the gruelling daily 
journeys children faced to collect water rather than being 
able to go to school. We will again be supporting the 
Wateraid appeal during Lent and jars for your small 
change will be available from the 1st Sunday in Lent, 18th 
February. 
 
Please support our appeal this year and help children like 
Ruqqa get the future they deserve. 
 
Jenny Mayo  

 

U R C ‘ C E L E B R A T I O N  ‘ 

 
‘Come and join the CELEBRATION’ – so we did. 
‘Celebration’ at the URC was an evening before Christmas 
of fun and games, fellowship, prayers, carol singing and, of 
course, food. 
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We heard that this was the fortieth successive year that 
‘Celebration’ had taken place and it had been instigated at 
a House Group of URC members before the Church, as 
we now know it was refurbished. Tony Cheer, who was 
part of that original group, is now the URC’s skilled 
resident organ and piano player. He also plays the 
recorder and has been known to write amusing lyrics to 
well-known tunes. 
 
Margaret and Tony’s son John, daughter-in-law, Brenda 
and their three grandchildren –known as the Cardiff Five , 
(because they had come down from Cardiff!) also helped 
to make the Celebration a really good evening. John was 
nine years old when “Celebration’ first began. They are a 
very musical family and all play various instruments 
including a cello, two violins, a recorder and an accordion. 
They also treated us to some wonderful arrangements of 
classical tunes performed in their own incredible style. 
 
Sometimes Brenda and John write a new carol for the 
Christmas season, none of which have sadly ever been 
published. We were given the words of one of those 
compositions and, after hearing the tune a few times, were 
all able to join in. Sheila Maxey then produced nativity 
characters which she had bought from a craftsman whilst 
visiting the Cameroons. These were beautifully made of 
solid brass which were, understandably, very dear to her 
and her family.  
 
She handed out one or two of the nativity characters to 
some of us and asked us to say something about what the 
character was and what they would have thought, having 
met baby Jesus on Christmas night and if their life had 
changed because of the encounter. It was really quite 
emotional and a privilege to be holding such treasures. 
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This was followed by a short time of carol singing in the 
road next to the church. We took with us some hymn 
sheets and sang some of the Christmas favourites, 
standing under the lamp -posts. It was lovely to see the 
residents and their children looking out of their windows, 
enjoying the singing, especially when we sang Away in a 
Manger for the little ones. 
 
We were pleased to return to the Church as it was getting 
chilly, so were more than happy to tuck into home-made 
soup and French bread, mulled wine followed by a 
selection of puddings, some made by the Methodist 
visitors, and a cup of tea or coffee. After some fun musical 
games we went upstairs to the Church for a short service 
with hymns and a prayer. 
 
Tony said they had appreciated the ‘Methodist’ voices to 
swell the sound. This was a wonderful start to the 
Christmas season, and we said we hoped ‘Celebration’ 
would continue for another forty years. 

 
Sue, Gill and Pam from the Brentwood Methodist Church 

 
Treasurers Report 

 
Last year (2017), in Sunday services, 
a total of £9,872.71 was collected, 
compared to £11,014.52 the previous 
year (2016). In addition, £5,190 was 
contributed in 2017, compared to 
£5,330 the previous year.  
 

The other major source of funds comes from the rent for 
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the use of the church (£25,125) and from the rent (after 
expenses) of the manse (£11,260). The latter is shared 
with Billericay, because our Minister uses their manse. 
 
Kees Maxey 

MOVING STORIES….. 
 
Linda Mead is the Commitment 

for Life co-ordinator. The 
programme gives churches an 
opportunity to be involved in 
global justice and development 
through campaigning, fundraising 
and worship. She is a lay leader 
of the URC in Britain, said the call 
of the times is for Christians to 

help lead the way in “living more simply amidst climate change.”  
 

Russian Orthodox girls school, Bethany 

 
The Russian Orthodox School in Bethany was established in 

1937 by two nuns, called 

Mary and Martha, from 

Scotland. They were on 

their way to India and 

whilst in the Holy land 

decided to stay and 

convert to Russian 

Orthodoxy. An empty 

property started them 

thinking about the needs 

of the people. So, they, a Catholic Nun and a Muslim lady 

started a medical facility as both were medical trained.  
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This facility then became a school and orphanage, growing in 

numbers each year. Eventually Mary went to the church in 

Jerusalem but Martha stayed in Bethany. In the 1970s, it was 

registered as a private Christian school taking both Christian 

and Muslim children. At present, there is one Christian child at 

the school. In the orphanage, they have children from four to 

twenty years. Often the children come from broken homes, are 

traumatised or abused. Next year there will be a 12th grade 

class and a scientific block is being built.  

 

Young boys also board here but must travel to Jerusalem for 

schooling through the checkpoints. This used to happen daily 

but did not work so they now stay on the Jerusalem side of the 

wall during the week and come home at weekends and 

holidays. 

Life can be very difficult. Each year they must apply for a 

licence. One year they nearly did not get one as they were in 

dispute with the authorities about how many hours they are 

teaching the Koran. Interestingly, they had just received second 

place in a competition about the Koran so felt they were doing a 

good job. The authorities have tried to refuse teachers or don't 

like the holidays taken by the children. It is a difficult relationship 

with the authorities. 

 

But in the school, there is a good atmosphere. There was  a 

time the local area kept changing allegiance from Hamas to 

Fatah and the school was caught in the crossfire. In the 

morning, they had to check which flag was flying outside the 

school. The situation grew more serious but they carried on by 

not sounding the school bell and boarding school buses home in 

the compound. The mothers and fathers of the children told the 

teachers to “keep them quiet, we will look after you and all will 

be well.” Within a few days allegiances had changed again and 
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different issues came to the fore. “I'm living on a volcano. We 

need to stick to values and daily life.” said present day Sister 

Martha from Germany. 

 

The school is one of the best in the area. Interestingly when 

international visits happen, the violence outside lessens. It is 

small things that the opposing activists do that make life difficult, 

such as blocking the entrance to the school or trying to dispute 

land ownership. The school do not advertise places as the 

priests see those in need and bring them to them. Recently, five 

Palestinian pupils were given passports to allow them to visit 

Russia which led to two of them getting university places there. 

Sister Martha sees this as all part of God’s work and plan for 

her, despite the precarious situation they are in.  

 

Moving Stories is produced by Commitment for Life, the 

programme of the United Reformed Church that seeks to 

raise issues around justice and development. 
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Friday Christian Aid Lunch and Prayers 
 

The Friday Christian Aid lunch and Ecumenical Prayers 
were started in about 1984, probably at the same time as 
Coffee Shop. It is an ecumenical group which has been 
meeting on Fridays in our church from twelve noon until 
one thirty for a cheese roll, a cup of coffee and 
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conversation, followed at one p.m. with prayers. It is likely 
that the last meeting of this group will be on Friday, 16th 
February, 2018.  In the early days, I believe, refreshments 
were provided by Hugh and Egi Fraser, Sheila Maxey’s 
parents. Since then there has been a regular rota of 
helpers in the kitchen.  Proceeds from the lunch have gone 
to Christian Aid.  Lunch has been followed by prayers, led 
by members or leaders from different Brentwood churches. 
This has meant that the style and content of the half hour 
prayer time has varied considerably, which has added to 
the interest and helped in understanding the outlooks of 
the different denominations. 
 
From the beginning until his death two or three years ago, 
the group was led by Charles Steynor, keeping the rotas, 
reminding speakers when it was their turn, being at the 
church well before the start, locking up afterwards and 
generally making everyone welcome. If the leader for the 
day did not turn up he was always willing to stand in 
himself. 
 
 For the last two or three years Chris Boyland from 
Brentwood Baptist church has been keeping the rota going 
and contacting the prayer leaders for each  week, but 
because of responsibilities in his own church he does not 
feel able to carry on doing this.  
 
Also, Tony and I have expected to be in the church 
building from the end of Coffee Shop and to make sure 
that the building is locked up afterwards. We regret that we 
do not feel that we can take this on as a permanent 
responsibility.  
 
The people who have been coming to the group on 
Fridays come from a number of different Brentwood 
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churches. Some have been coming for many years.  As 
we do, they all feel that it has been a valuable time for 
themselves personally. It has also given us all the chance 
to get to know people from other Brentwood churches. We 
still enjoy the group and are sad that it will have to close.  
 
Margaret Cheer 

 

Communion Alms Fund 
 
The retiring collection for February 2018 is for Essex 
Search and Rescue. 
 

Every year, hundreds of 
people are reported 
missing in Essex. In the 
majority of cases, they 
turn up safe and well - but 
sometimes they do not. 
That is when Essex 
Search and Rescue go 

into action. Essex Search and Rescue responds at any 
time, day or night, to calls from the Police, to assist in the 
search for vulnerable missing persons. In each case, a fast 
response is vital. 
 
All members of the group are volunteers but funds are 
needed to purchase equipment. 
 
You can also donate directly to Essex Air ambulance via: 
https://ehaat.org/donate/ 
 
The retiring collection for March 2018 is for the 
Communion Alms Fund.  
 

https://ehaat.org/donate/
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Friday Christian Aid Lunch and Prayers 
 

The Friday Christian Aid lunch and Ecumenical Prayers 
were started in about 1984, probably at the same time as 
Coffee Shop. It is an ecumenical group which has been 
meeting on Fridays in our church from twelve noon until 
one thirty for a cheese roll, a cup of coffee and 
conversation, followed at one p.m. with prayers. It is likely 
that the last meeting of this group will be on Friday, 16th 
February, 2018. 
 
In the early days, I believe, refreshments were provided by 
Hugh and Egi Fraser, Sheila Maxey’s parents. Since then 
there has been a regular rota of helpers in the kitchen.  
Proceeds from the lunch have gone to Christian Aid. 
Lunch has been followed by prayers, led by members or 
leaders from different Brentwood churches. This has 
meant that the style and content of the half hour prayer 
time has varied considerably, which has added to the 
interest and helped in understanding the outlooks of the 
different denominations. 
 
From the beginning until his death two or three years ago, 
the group was led by Charles Steynor, keeping the rotas, 
reminding speakers when it was their turn, being at the 
church well before the start, locking up afterwards and 
generally making everyone welcome. If the leader for the 
day did not turn up he was always willing to stand in 
himself. 
 
 For the last two or three years Chris Boyland from 
Brentwood Baptist church has been keeping the rota going 
and contacting the prayer leaders for each  week, but 
because of responsibilities in his own church he does not 
feel able to carry on doing this. Also, Tony and I have 
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expected to be in the church building from the end of 
Coffee Shop and to make sure that the building is locked 
up afterwards. We regret that we do not feel that we can 
take this on as a permanent responsibility.  
The people who have been coming to the group on 
Fridays come from a number of different Brentwood 
churches. Some have been coming for many years and   
feels that that it has been a valuable time for them, 
personally. It has also given us all the chance to get to 
know people from other Brentwood churches. We still 
enjoy the group and are sad that it will have to close.  
 
Margaret Cheer 

Prayer calendar for February and March 2018 

 

Week beginning: 

 

February 4th:    The financial sector and its employees; 

                          Victims of abuse;  

                          PENHA, our Commitment for Life project. 

 

February 11th    The churches as they observe Lent; 

                          Lent Study Groups, here and elsewhere; 

                          Billericay URC. 

 

February 18th:   Areas of conflict around the world; 

                          Theological Colleges, their staffs and students; 

                          Ingatestone URC. 

 

February 25th    The people of Wales (St. David’s Day, March  

                          1st); 

                          Women in the Church (Women’s World Day of  

                          Prayer March 2nd); 

                          Producers in the developing world (Free Trade  

                          Fortnight begins tomorrow). 
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March 4th          Our Minister, Elders and leaders; 

                          The Bible Societies; 

                          Brentwood Methodist Church. 

 

March 11th      Mothers and families (Mothering Sunday  

                        today); 

                        The British Commonwealth (Commonwealth  

                        Day tomorrow); 

                        The people of Ireland (St. Patrick’s Day March  

                        17th). 

 

March 18th       Victims of racial discrimination; 

                         Hirers of our building; 

                         Our Junior Church. 

 

March 25th       The Church as it observes Holy Week and  

                         Easter; 

                         Anyone in special need at Easter time; 

                         Group activities in our church. 

 

DUTY ROTAS – FEBRUARY 2018 

 

 Flowers Vestibule 

4th Margaret Cheer Jeremy Davidson 

11th Mary Tate Ian Davidson 

18th Margaret Gazely Sally Bealey 

25th Sheila Crisp Gabrielle Crowther 

 

 Vestry Steward Notices 

4th Ian Davidson Mary Tate Steve Burns 
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11th Jenny Mayo Corne Van 

Staden 

Rosalie 

Brentnall 

18th Ian Davidson Stan Francis Cheers 

25th Mary Tate Lucy Crowther Stan Francis 

 

 Reader Prayers of Intercession 

4th Heather Davidson Ian Davidson 

11th Heather Davidson Kees Maxey 

18th Sheila Crisp Clive Rudkin 

25th Lucy Crowther Ian Davidson (depending on 
Ruth’s return) 

 

 Coffee 

4th Mary Tate and Sheila Crisp 

11th Elaine Austin and Margaret Gazely 

18th Gabrielle Crowther 

25th Linda Hanna 

 

CHURCH CALENDAR – FEBRUARY 2018 

 

Thursday 1st 8 pm  Sacred Space  

 

Sunday 4th 10 am  Mr. Tim Lee  

  

Wednesday 7th 9.30 am Sacred Space 

   11.45 am 20 minute worship 

   2 pm  URC Knitters 

Thursday 8th 7.30 pm Bible Study Group at 48  

                                                            St. Thomas Road 
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Sunday 11th 10 am  Rev Sheila Maxey 

Monday 12th 2.30 pm Monday Guild 

Wednesday 14th 9.30 am Sacred Space 

     ASH WEDNESDAY 

 

Sunday 18th 10 am  Local Arrangements 

Monday 19th 10.30 am Lent Group meeting –  

                                                            provisional 

Wednesday 21st 9.30 am Sacred Space 

   2 pm  URC Knitters   

   

     

Sunday 25th 10 am  Rev Ruth Mitchell – with  

                                                            Holy Communion 

              11.30 am Elders Meeting 

Monday 26th 10.30 am Lent Group meeting – 

                                                            provisional   

Wednesday 28th 9.30 am Sacred Space  

 

DUTY ROTAS – MARCH 2018 

 

 Flowers Vestibule 

4th Jenny Mayo Heather Davidson 

11th Elaine Austin Sally Bealey 

18th Carolyn Rudkin Gordon Hanna 

25th Margaret Cheer Margaret Cheer 

April 1st Eileen Goult Heather Davidson 

 

 Vestry Steward Notices 

4th Moses Tsingano Stan Francis Steve Burns 



        BRENTWOOD URC - The COURIER – Feb.March 2018 

 

28 

11th Jenny Mayo Gabrielle 

Crowther 

Rosalie 

Brentnall 

18th Mary Tate Linda Hanna The Cheers 

25th Corne Van Staden Mary Tate Stan Francis 

April 

1st 

Ian Davidson Eileen Goult Steve Burns 

 

 Reader Prayers of Intercession 

4th Sheila Crisp The Cheers 

11th Kees Maxey Clive Rudkin 

18th Josh Hanna Linda Hanna 

25th Markus Van Staden Ian Davidson (depending on 
Ruth’s return) 

April 

1st 

Ian Davidson Jenny Mayo 

 

 Coffee 

4th Eileen Goult 

11th Rosalie Brentnall 

18th Sally Bealey 

25th Mary Tate and Sheila Crisp 

April 

1st 
Elaine Austin and Margaret Gazely 

 

CHURCH CALENDAR – MARCH 2018 

 

Thursday 1st 8 pm   Sacred Space 

 

Sunday 4th 10 am   Brentwood  

                                                                        Schools Christian  
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                                                                        Worker Trust 

Monday 5th 10.30 am  Lent Group –  

                                                                        provisional 

Wednesday 7th 9.30 am  Sacred Space 

   11.45 am  20 minute worship 

   2 pm   URC Knitters 

Thursday  8th 7.30 pm  Bible Study Group 

                                                                        at 48 St. Thomas  

                                                                        Road 

 

Sunday 11th 10 am   Rev Paul Ellis –  

                                                                        Mothering Sunday 

Monday 12th 10.30 am  Lent Group –  

                                                                        provisional 

Monday 12th 2.30 pm  Monday Guild 

Wednesday 14th 9.30 am  Sacred Space 

 

Sunday 18th 10 am   Mrs Beryl Hunt 

      Deadline for   

                                                                        April/May Courier 

Monday 19th 10.30 am  Lent Group –  

                                                                        provisional 

Wednesday 21st 9.30 am  Sacred Space 

   2 pm   URC Knitters 

    

Sunday  26th 10 am  PALM SUNDAY  

Rev Ruth Mitchell – Holy Communion 

ANNUAL CHURCH MEETING – to be confirmed 

 

Wednesday  28th 9.30 am  Sacred Space 

Friday  30th 9.15 am  GOOD FRIDAY 

Worship led by Rev Ruth Mitchell with Brentwood Methodist  

            10.30 am                       Walk of Witness/  

                                                                        refreshments.      
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APRIL  Sunday 1st 10 am EASTER SUNDAY 

Rev Sheila Maxey – Holy Communion 

 

 
THE COURIER 

 

The next issue of The COURIER for April/May 2018 will be 

available on Sunday the 25th March 2018. 

 

All articles and content for publication of the COURIER 

should be sent to Corne Van Staden email: 

hcvstaden@gmail.com 

 

 

If you have articles for inclusion please ensure that these are 

emailed to Corne as early as possible during the week 

commencing Monday the 12th March and before the final 

deadline of Sunday the 18th March 2018. 

 

EDITOR  Corne Van Staden  01277 203830 

        07740196882 

PRINTING Jenny Mayo 

COLLATION & DISTRIBUTION Mr Jim Stratford and Team 

 

 

mailto:hcvstaden@gmail.com
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BRENTWOOD UNITED REFORMED CHURCH 

New Road, Brentwood, CM14 4GD 

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 

 

10:00 am Family Worship with Creche and Junior Church 

 

Holy Communion is usually celebrated at Morning Worship on 

the last Sunday of each month. 

 

Details of preachers and special events are given in the 

COURIER. 

 

EACH WEEK: 

 

Brownies: To be confirmed  

 

WEDNESDAYS: 12:00pm Luncheon Club 

 

FRIDAYS: 09:45am – 11:45am Coffee Shop 

12:00pm -  01:00pm Christian Aid Lunch 

01:00pm – 01:30pm Ecumenical Prayers  

 

 
 


