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DEAR FRIENDS, 

 

I wonder when your countdown 
to Christmas began. Many of the 
retailers will have placed their 
orders for Christmas 2017 
before the end of January 2017, 
if not sooner. They would have planned to beat last year’s 
record sales despite the threat of, and as we have seen in 
the recent week an interest rise. Oxford Street turned on 
its Christmas lights in Oct this year to try and entice more 
shoppers and Christmassy flavour has been added to the 
TV adverts weeks ago.   
 
There are, no doubt, many discussions going on among 
the economists as to how this  will affect Christmas sales, 
how individuals will be able to afford Christmas, yet still the 
adverts hype what is needed for the ‘perfect Christmas’. 
There is a forced expectation of the jollity that surrounds 
this season, making it one of the most dreaded times of 
year for many. 
And once again the world has missed the whole point of it 
all. 
 
Christmas isn’t presents, it isn’t food it isn’t parties nor is 
it spend spend spend.  
 
Christmas is a time of joy, is good news for everyone. God 
has given us the best gift ever. He gave us his Son Jesus. 
A gift that contains peace love and forgiveness, everything 
the world around us so desperately needs to receive. 
If we allow the worldly Christmas to overtake us letting 
panic and worry drive us then perhaps it’s time we stopped 
and asked God to remind us afresh of the deep love he 
has given in the precious gift of his Son.  



        BRENTWOOD URC - The COURIER – Dec. /Jan. 2018 

 

4 

For if we as Christians lose sight of the real meaning 
of Christmas who is going to tell others. 
 
Each year the Bible Society produces a series of stickers 
to place either on presents or cards which help to share 
the Christmas message. Even if you have not seen them, 
maybe our challenge this year is to write a verse or 
sentence in our Christmas cards or even go one step 
further, to only send cards that reflect the real message of 
Christmas.  
 
May I wish you all a blessed and peace filled Christmas, 
and may the peace and blessing continue to be yours all 
through the coming New Year. 
 
Every blessing 
Ruth 

 

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS 
 

The Pastoral Care Group held its bimonthly meeting a 
couple of weeks ago and at the time of writing this report 
most of our church family were in reasonable health.  
 
 
We have unfortunately two deaths to report – Patricia 
Benham and Jennie Oakley. Several church members 
attended both funerals and there was a particularly good 
attendance at Patricia's funeral in Maldon.  
 
I visited the church Brownie Pack as the church link and 
am happy to report that the pack is thriving – very happy 
and energetic – and their leader Jane Gutteridge has 
recovered sufficiently from surgery to be able to get to 
meetings again. 
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As always we ask you to pray for all our church members 
and ask that any news of members should be passed on 
to the Pastoral Care Group. 

 
Birthdays 
 
There are several birthdays to 
celebrate over the next two months -  
 
 
We wish all these members a very 
happy birthday. 
 

Rosalie Brentnall  

 

NEWS FROM THE CHURCH SECRETARY 
 
Writing this in the middle of November, it is always hard to 
think about what will be happening in January when 
everyone is in the middle of Christmas preparations at 
church and at home.  Most people will have received 
copies of our Christmas events information but for those 
who have missed them, please have a look at the 
calendars at the end of the Courier. Here are some extra 
reminders. 
 
Advent Sunday, 3rd December 
 
As well as the usual morning worship, there will be a 
collection for the Brentwood Foodbank.  A list of their 
special needs at present has been available for a week or 
two but if you have not managed to find one Christmas 
treats are always welcome at this time of year – biscuits, 
sweets, cakes, puddings and chocolates.  Please note that 
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they are not allowed to accept any homemade items and 
we cannot take cash for this particular collection. 
 
Wednesday, 6th December 
The Lunch Club Christmas lunch is always a popular and 
very busy occasion for our regular diners and helpers.  
This has been attended by the Mayor of Brentwood for 
many years and he/she has usually arrived in time for the 
Carol Service before lunch which starts at 11.45 and is led 
by our minister, Ruth.  Everyone is very welcome to attend 
this.  We also need as many helpers as possible to help 
people up and down in the lift, give out hymn sheets and to 
put the chairs away afterwards.  If you can spare an hour 
from about 11.30 am it will be much appreciated. 
 
Sunday, 10th December, Toy and Gift Service 
This year our gifts will be sent to children in special need in 
Essex and Corne Van Staden has written about this 
elsewhere in the Courier. 
 
Friday, 15th December – Coffee Shop Christmas 9.45 to 
11.30 am 
Do come along and join the regular mothers, carers and 
little ones as they hear the Christmas story, sing some 
carols and enjoy some seasonal refreshments.  This is 
your ideal opportunity to show support for one of our 
longest running and valued church activities. 
 
Sunday, 17th December 6.30 pm 
Our traditional service of lessons and carols is always 
popular so do ask friends and family to join us for this 
candle-lit service.  There will be a collection for the special 
Christian Aid Christmas appeal during the service. 
 
Wednesday, 20th December 
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This is the 40th anniversary of CELEBRATION and at the 
time of writing this is being organised by the usual team of 
helpers who are promising worship, carol singing, supper, 
cabaret and more!  Further details will be available by the 
time the Courier is published.  Proceeds from the evening 
will be donated to CRISIS. 
 
Sunday, 24th December – Christmas Eve 
As well as morning worship, our midnight communion 
service will begin at 11.15 pm and will be led by Rev 
Sheila Maxey.   
Monday, 25th December – Christmas Day 
We have no service at our own church but everyone is 
very welcome at Brentwood Methodist Church for their 
Family Worship at 10 am. 
 
If you are going to be away for the Christmas and New 
Year period, please check if you are on any of our rotas 
and arrange an exchange or let me know if this is not 
possible.  It can be difficult to make last-minute 
arrangements at this busy time of year. 
 
Finally, we wish all readers of the Courier a very happy 
and peaceful Christmas and every blessing for the New 
Year. 
 
Jenny Mayo 

Treasurer’s report 

 

The collection received over the las 
two months is reported below. Gift Aid 
(of 25%) will be added to this as well 
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as contributions which are received as a result of Standing 
Orders. 

        

Date TOTAL Loose Envelopes 
Sept - Oct 
2017 1,809.92 353.30 1,456.62 
 

Donation received from Jenny Oakley’s family: 

Dear Kees, 

I enclose a donation for £500 for the Brentwood URC. 

We would like to thank everyone from the church who 
came to our mother’s funeral and for all the kindness 
shown by those who visited her since our father’s death. 

With best wishes, 

Justin, Laurel and Guy 

Donation and letter from Phil Cole: 

We received the following letter with a cheque: 

“At 99+ I feel I would like to give a donation to the Church 
with which I have had a fairly long association. I am 
therefore enclosing a cheque for £250 to you for thanks for 
the work you are doing in these difficult times. 

Phil. 

URC MONDAY GUILD 
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At the October meeting we were pleased to welcome Rev. 

Ruth Mitchell who encouraged the idea of seeing the glass 

half full not half empty, and to remember to express our 

thanks for the many blessings we receive. 

 

At the November meeting Peter Mayo played recordings of 

a local historian speaking, the talks entitled “do you 

remember when?” It was entertaining and enjoyable being 

reminded of past times.  

 

Our next meeting will be December 11th at 2.30pm in the 

William Hunter Room and the first meeting of the New 

Year will be January 8th. 

 

Margaret Cheer 

 

A thank you from Commitment for Life 

Our Harvest offering this year raised £415 for our 

Palestinian partners -  well done!   Commitment for Life 

celebrates 25 years and below is an extract from the letter 

I received from Linda Mead, the programme co-ordinator. 

Thank you so much for your most welcome contribution of 

£415 to Commitment for Life.  This brings your total for the 

year to £515…… 2017 brings with it many challenges.  All 

our partner countries face difficult times so we are 

especially grateful that you have remembered 

Commitment for Life as we celebrate 25 years as a 

programme of the United Reformed Church 
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Revd Dr Susan Durber, who prepared a special service for 

the celebration of the 25 years, wrote:  

The United Reformed Church is a small church.  But we 

have much to celebrate.  And one thing we must celebrate 

is our commitment to overcoming poverty. We have been 

brave, for over 25 years, in giving and campaigning in a 

sustained, reliable and counter-cultural way, for the life of 

the world.  Jesus promised to be with us ‘to the end of the 

age’.  Our promise to the poor is that we will be with them, 

and we will be committed to transforming the world, until 

the end of our days. 

Sheila Maxey 

COMMUNION AIMS FUND 

 

December: 

 

The December collection goes to 

SNAP (Special Needs and 

Parents). This is a local charity that 

helps and supports children and 

young people with special needs 

and their parents. 

January: 

 

Brentwood Street Pastors, is part of 

a nationwide initiative active in 

Brentwood. The first ever patrol of 

Street Pastors in Brentwood was on Friday 19th August 
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2011. A special commissioning service was held on the 

same day, at Sawyers Church, Sawyers Hall Layne, 

Brentwood.  

 

 

Linda Mead is the Commitment 

for Life co-ordinator. The 
programme gives churches an 
opportunity to be involved in 
global justice and development 
through campaigning, fundraising 
and worship. She is a lay leader 
of the URC in Britain, said the call 
of the times is for Christians to 

help lead the way in “living more simply amidst climate change.”  

 

Young Women’s Christian Association In Palestine. 

The YWCA works in 9 

cities and in 1948 

refugee camps in 

Palestine. The Board 

of Directors are all 

women and Christian, 

both Catholic and 

orthodox with a desire 

to be equal in society. 

 

After the second intifada, economic empowerment became 

a priority, so a food production project was set up in 

Jericho. Twelve women are employed in the food 

production area. This work has given them security and a 

sense of belonging.   
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A variety of foods are produced which are either sold in the 

shop or marketed more widely across the West Bank. The 

group make  and sell organic edible goods such as 

marmalade, spinach in boiled yogurt, cakes, biscuits, 

savoury bites with mince and onions, dried yogurt, labneh, 

dates stuffed with almonds, couscous with the label 

Produce of Palestine, star symbol biscuits and mulkhieh. It 

has taken about seven years for the project to become 

self-sufficient.  

 

Shadeia has worked there for 12 years. She said, “It is 

good. It is like being in a family like sisters and brothers.” 

 

They hope to be able to get a bigger factory and dream of 

exporting consistent high-quality goods. The members 

receive training in food handing and health and safety. 

Some go to Ramallah to do more formal training. They 

also receive training in gender equality and concerns, such 

as the 1325 resolution which deals with women's issues. 

This encourages more women to be in decision making 

roles. They did have the opportunity to take over the 

project but decided they still wanted the support of the 

YWCA. They get an average wage from the group but 

there is no stability because of the political situation. 

  

The women work full time, with extra hours when busy. 

Some leave their children in the camp kindergarten. The 

group see part of their role as supporting working women 

by preparing and selling ready meals. Most women are still 

expected to do housework and cooking if working. 

However nowadays women are more able to discuss and 
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express views than previously. They are beginning to think 

politically and this makes children more aware too.  

 

Moving Stories is produced by Commitment for Life, the programme 
of the United Reformed Church that seeks to raise issues around 

justice and development. To receive Moving Stories email 
linda.mead@urc.org.uk. Views expressed are not necessarily those of 

the URC 

 

 

mailto:linda.mead@urc.org.uk
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Did you know that the Christmas carols you sing during the 
holidays originated from famous Christmas poems penned 
by the likes of Martin Luther and 
Shakespeare? These poems lend the Christmassy feel to 
the season. They bring alive long lost magic, add the 
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subtle touch of beauty and romance to the ambience. For 
many families, Christmas Eve cannot end without a round 
of poems. 

Christmas poems should talk of life, love and celebration. 

They should inspire, 
touch or soothe. Some 
poems have such a 
lingering effect that they 
continue to mesmerize 
through the New Year. 
These quotes have been 
extracted from seven 
favourite Christmas 
poems. You will 

recognize most of them as Christmas carols. 

There is a touch of love in these mellow words. Start a 
new tradition this Christmas. Curl up by the fireplace and 
read some wonderful Christmas poems. 

1. Martin Luther 

Martin Luther was a German priest, well known as the 
leader of the great religious revolt in the 16th century. His 
views on religion and God were against the church 
teachings during those times. This hymn is extracted from 
the Lutheran Church Book written in 1868. This hymn 
was translated from German to English by Catherine 
Winkworth, 1855, and A. T. Russell, and put to music. The 
text of the hymn was based on Luke 2: 1-18. 

Good news from heaven the angels bring, 
Glad tidings to the earth they sing: 

https://www.thoughtco.com/what-is-a-breaking-news-story-2073757
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To us this day a child is given, 
To crown us with the joy of heaven. 

2. William Shakespeare 

This extract is from Shakespeare's famous play "Love's 
Labour's Lost." These lines are spoken by Lord Berowne, 
the noble who attends to the king. Though this is not a 
Christmas carol, many use these lines to embellish their 
Christmas greetings, cards, messages and social media 
status updates. 

At Christmas I no more desire a rose, 
Than wish a snow in May's new-fangled shows; 
But like of each thing that in season grows. 

https://www.thoughtco.com/christmas-poems-collection 

 
Christian Aid’s Christmas Appeal 

Food is at the heart of our Christmas festivities.  It is also 

key to the well-being and security of families in Sub-

Saharan Africa. 

Colette lives in Burkina Faso where she used to search for 

gold on a dusty mining site, with her baby strapped to her 

back.  She often went for days without food.  Now 

Christian Aid has given her a plot of land, some tools and 

seeds and she now calls herself rich.  She says:  ‘ the 

garden has changed my life.  I can sell vegetables and my 

food is very rich now.  My children are no logner 

malnourished.  I feel very safe in my garden;  there it is 

peaceful.’ 

https://www.thoughtco.com/christmas-poems-collection
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This Christmas we are collecting for Christian Aid’s 

Christmas Appeal so that more and more little families like 

Colette’s can have enough to eat and even to spare, and 

can feel safe. 

The government has agreed, as last year, to match the 

money raised by this Christmas Appeal. 

Christian Aid envelopes will be given out throughout 

Advent and the collection at the Carol Service will also be 

for Christian Aid.   Please return your envelopes (gift aided 

if possible) by the end of the year. 

Thank you. 

Sheila Maxey 

TOY & GIFT SERVICE – SUNDAY 10th DECEMBER 

This year’s toys and gifts will be going to local families 

in Brentwood and Basildon area who have children with 

Child In Need and/or Child Protection Plans. 

The Essex County Council 

Family Support and 

Protection Teams based 

in Basildon works with 

over 300 children and 

their families to ensure they are well cared for and 

safe at home. The families are based in Basildon, 

Wickford and Brentwood area. The 3 teams employ 8 
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social workers each who have an enormous task during 

the Christmas holidays to ensure that the children and 

families they work with are warm, safe and have enough 

food. The gifts will alleviate pressure on families to buy 

presents for children and rather budget for heating 

with the food banks helping with their extra food 

needed.  

The Editor 

BRENTWOOD FOOD BANK 
 

For the last few years we have donated our 
harvest offerings to the Brentwood Food 
Bank but their need goes on all the year 
round and some church members have 

asked if we could have collections during the year as well.  
Christmas is a time when most of us enjoy a few treats 
and the Food Bank have added these to their list at 
present.   
 
Collection for Brentwood Food Bank will be on Sunday the 
3rd Dec. but please don’t’ hesitate to either donate directly 
to them or watch out for their trollies in the shopping 
centres. 
 
Jenny Mayo 

 

Giving thanks for the Windermere Centre 
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The 
Windermere 
Centre – which 
focused on 
delivering 
residential 
courses for lay 
people – 
closed on 25 
May 2017. The 
decision to 

close the Centre was made at Mission Council on 13 and 
14 May 2017, following long and difficult deliberations, and 
acknowledging a profound debt of gratitude for its unique, 
30-year contribution to the life of the United Reformed 
Church. 

The decision to close the centre was made with sadness, 
yet with determination that the legacy of the Centre will 
continue with the work of the Centre in digital discipleship 
and online training part of the URC’s future offer for lay 
training and congregational development. 
 
A prayer of thanksgiving for the life of the Windermere 
Centre 

Eternal God, 
We give you thanks for three life-changing decades 
in the life of the United Reformed Church 
through the Windermere Centre – our home in the Lakes. 

We called this place our home. 
It was our place to 
develop creativity 
explore faith 
share stories 
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craft prayer 
nurture wisdom 
sing and dance 
grow spiritually 
find God. 
Thank you, Lord. 

We called this place our home. 
It was our place where we found: 
space to stretch and breathe 
care-full hospitality 
inspiring worship 
friendships nurtured 
gifts recognised 
injustice exposed 
equal opportunity 
Word opened. 
Thank you, Lord. 

We called this place our home. 
What remains? 
Grief and gratitude 
Memories of laughter, insights, epiphanies 
Friendships forged on the anvil of faith 
Fierce pioneering of paths which, trodden by steady feet, 
will not be erased 
A legacy of opened space for the diffident and defiant. 
This place, our home, is no more 
but God will not be confined. 
 
http://www.urc.org.uk/general/2369-the-windermere-

centre.html 

 

Prayer Calendar for December 2017 and January 2018 
 

http://www.urc.org.uk/general/2369-the-windermere-centre.html
http://www.urc.org.uk/general/2369-the-windermere-centre.html
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Week beginning: 
 
December 3    The Church as it celebrates Advent 
                       Advent and Christmas events at this church 
                       The Wednesday Luncheon Club (Christmas  
                       meal December 6th) 
 
December 10   People in need at Christmas time 
                        The retail sector and its employees 
                        Coffee Shop (Christmas event December  
                       15)         
                        Christian Aid 
 
December 17   Refugees and Migrants 
                        Homeless people 
                        Christian Aid 
 
December 24   The worldwide Church as it celebrates  
                        Christmas 
                        Children and families 
                        People under stress at Christmas 
 
December 31  The life and mission of this church in 2018 
                        Our Minister, Elders and leaders 
                        BSCWT and its work in schools 
 
January      7   World peace and peacemakers 
                        Prisoners and the Prison Service 
                        Those who are persecuted for their faith 
 
January    14   Christian Unity (Week of Prayer begins  
                        January 18) 
                        Churches Together in Brentwood 
                        PARC, our Commitment for Life project 
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January    21   People in need in our area 
                        The Brentwood Food Bank 
                        Hirers of our building 
 
January   28    Students and Colleges 
                        The Financial Sector and its employees 
                        The Brentwood Street Pastors 
 

DUTY ROTAS – DECEMBER 2017 

 

 Flowers Vestibule 

3rd Sheila Crisp Heather Davidson 

10th Christmas 

Flowers 

Gabrielle Crowther 

17th Christmas 

Flowers 

Sally Bealey 

24th Christmas 

Flowers 

Gordon Hanna 

31st Christmas 

Flowers 

Margaret Gazely  

 

 Vestry Steward Notices 

3rd Moses Tsingano Kees Maxey Steve Burns 

10th Mary Tate Margaret 

Gazely 

Rosalie 

Brentnall 

17th Rosalie Brentnall Stan Francis The Cheers 

24th Kees Maxey Linda Hanna Stan Francis 

31st Moses Tsingano Gabrielle 

Crowther 

Jenny Mayo 

 

 Reader Prayers of Intercession 
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3rd Moses Tsingano Ian Davidson 

10th Lucy Crowther Linda Hanna 

17th Kees Maxey  

24th Josh Hanna  

31st Lucy Crowther  

 

 Coffee 

3rd Rosalie Brentnall 

10th Sally Bealey 

17th Mary Tate and Sheila Crisp 

24th Margaret Gazely and Elaine Austin 

31st Gabrielle Crowther 

 

 

CHURCH CALENDAR – DECEMBER 2017 

 

Sunday 3rd 10 am  Mr. Robert Dart –  

                                                            Advent Sunday 

     Collection for Brentwood  

                                                            Foodbank 

   5 pm  Pastorate Advent Service at  

                                                            Buttsbury Church 

Monday 4th 10.30 am Advent Group at  

                                                            Brentwood Methodist  

                                                            Church 

Wednesday 6th 9.30 am Sacred Space 

   11.45 am Lunch Club Carol Service 

   12.30 pm Lunch Club Christmas 

Lunch 

Friday  8th 5 pm  Decorating the Church and  
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                                                            take-away supper 

    

Sunday 10th 10 am  Toy and Gift Service –   

                                                            Rev Sheila Maxey 

           

Monday 11th 10.30 am Advent Group at  

                                                            Brentwood Methodist  

                                                            Church  

 2.30 pm Monday Guild Christmas  

                                    meeting 

Wednesday 13th 9.30 am Sacred Space   

Friday  15th 9.45 am Coffee Shop Christmas 

 

Sunday 17th 10 am  Rev Ruth Mitchell 

   6.30 pm Carol Service 

Monday 18th 10.30 am Advent Group at  

                                                            Brentwood Methodist  

                                                            Church 

Wednesday 20th 6.30 pm CELEBRATION 

     

     

Sunday 24th 10 am  Rev Ruth Mitchell –  

                                                            Christmas Eve 

   11.15 pm Midnight Communion  

                                                            Service 

Monday 25th 10 am  Christmas Day worship at  

                                                            Brentwood Methodist  

                                                            Church 

 

Sunday 31st 10 am  Rev Ruth Mitchell – with  

                                                            Holy Communion   
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DUTY ROTAS – JANUARY 2018 

 

 Flowers Vestibule 

7th Eileen Goult Eileen Goult 

14th Jenny Mayo Carolyn Rudkin 

21st Brentwood Methodist 

Church 

Brentwood Methodist 

Church 

28th Elaine Austin Margaret Cheer 

 

 Vestry Steward Notices 

7th Corne Van Staden Stan Francis Steve Burns 

14th Clive Rudkin Sheila Crisp Rosalie 

Brentnall 

21st Brentwood 

Methodist Church 

Brentwood 

Methodist 

Church 

Brentwood 

Methodist 

Church 

28th Corne Van Staden Stan Francis Stan Francis 
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 Reader Prayers of Intercession 

7th Markus Van Staden The Cheers 

14th Clive Rudkin  

21st Brentwood Methodist 

Church 
Brentwood Methodist 
Church 

28th Markus Van Staden  

 

 Coffee 

7th Linda Hanna 

14th Sally Bealey 

21st Brentwood Methodist Church 

28th Eileen Goult 

 

 

CHURCH CALENDAR – JANUARY 2018 

 

Wednesday 3rd 9.30 am Sacred Space  

 

Sunday 7th 10 am  Rev Sheila Maxey 

Monday 8th 2.30 pm Monday Guild  

  

Wednesday 10th 9.30 am Sacred Space 

   12.00  Lunch Club resumes 

    

Sunday 14th 10 am  Rev Ruth Mitchell 

     Church Meeting 

  

Wednesday 17th 9.30 am Sacred Space 

   2 pm  URC Knitters 

 

Sunday 21st 10 am  Joint Service at  
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                                                            Brentwood Methodist  

                                                            Church 

Wednesday 24th 9.30 am Sacred Space   

   

     

Sunday 28th 10 am  Rev Ruth Mitchell – with  

                                                            Holy Communion 

Wednesday 31st 9.30 am Sacred Space  

 

 
THE COURIER 

 

The next issue of The COURIER for February/March 2018 will 

be available on Sunday the 28th January 2018. 

 

All articles and content for publication of the COURIER 

should be sent to Corne Van Staden email: 

hcvstaden@gmail.com 

 

 

If you have articles for inclusion please ensure that these are 

emailed to Corne as early as possible during the week 

commencing Monday the 15th January and before the final 

deadline of Sunday the 21st January. 

 

EDITOR  Corne Van Staden  01277 203830 

        07740196882 

PRINTING Jenny Mayo 

COLLATION & DISTRIBUTION Mr Jim Stratford and Team 

 

mailto:hcvstaden@gmail.com
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BRENTWOOD UNITED REFORMED CHURCH 

New Road, Brentwood, CM14 4GD 

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 

 

10:00 am Family Worship with Creche and Junior Church 

 

Holy Communion is usually celebrated at Morning Worship on 

the last Sunday of each month. 

 

Details of preachers and special events are given in the 

COURIER. 

 

EACH WEEK: 

 

Brownies: To be confirmed  

 

WEDNESDAYS: 12:00pm Luncheon Club 

 

FRIDAYS: 09:45am – 11:45am Coffee Shop 

12:00pm -  01:00pm Christian Aid Lunch 

01:00pm – 01:30pm Ecumenical Prayers  
Top of Form 
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Bottom of Form 

 


