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Dear Friends,
It is Summer! I hope you will be
refreshed by the vitality of nature
under the bright sun. You may be
planning a holiday, or at least to have
some relaxing time in your garden.
Although the church building itself
becomes quieter during summer, I am sure that you will
bring the glory of God to everywhere you go.
This season of summer refreshes my heart too because I
always recall the Junior Church Camp that I went to when I
was young in Korea. In every summer, I went to a Prayer
Mountain* for a Junior church retreat. For three nights and
four days we had lots of exciting activities including
worship, bible studies, prayers as well as the opportunity
to enjoy fun games and having delicious food. The
highlight would be a campfire. In our tradition, we would
surround the campfire in a circle at night; we sing
inspirational worship songs and we all participate in Jesus’
Passion Play, reflecting the meaning of the suffering and
the death of Jesus. Especially in our confession time,
many young people experienced the very personal
encounter with God and their hearts were refreshed with
gladness by a deep understanding of the unconditional
grace of Jesus. With a great energy of youth, we devoted
ourselves to be true followers of Jesus as we served the
Lord and served the world, in which we found our dream
and vision to glorify God.
In one particular year I was one of the junior committee
members that prepared this junior church retreat. We were
ready for the retreat including our highlight, the campfire,
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and we had a lovely retreat despite the dark clouds and
some rain. However, on the day of the campfire, the rain
was heavy, which seemed not to stop until the retreat
ended. We, as a junior committee, gathered and talked
about it. We did not want to lose this special time. There
was only one thing we could do, that is, pray. We cried to
the Lord to stop the rain, with very childish minds, but yes,
we were young, and we simply prayed to God for what we
needed. Whether you have heard or not, the Korean style
of public prayer is very passionate and loud. Everybody
shouted loud and prayed at the same time. You won’t
believe this, but the rain stopped, and the sky above us
opened in a circle surrounded by thick clouds. We saw lots
of stars shining above our area. Later I heard from the rest
of our friends that they too prayed where they were: one
guy prayed while he was in the toilet and found this
amazing scene when he came out!
The story did not end there. While the young people
eagerly prayed for the rain to stop the teachers decided to
cancel the campfire and so did not prepare the wood. So,
we had no wood to burn, but only a big wooden cross that
was prepared in advance for Jesus passion play. I don’t
know how you would feel about burning the cross, but at
that time, it gave a significant meaning to us all; it was like
a huge candle that burned to shine the light. It was as if
Jesus was burning to let His light shine.
That moment has never been forgotten in my memory,
especially the amazement of the intimate presence of God.
God is indeed much closer to us than we think. Even
though the dark clouds covers the whole sky, God will
break through the cloud and will shine the bright sun on to
us. Whether you are on the beach, having your holiday, or
are in the office, working hard in your ordinary routine, or
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are in your living room, garden, drinking a cup of tea, I
pray that you will be comforted and strengthened by our
God who was, is and will be with us always.
Barnabas Shin
*Two-thirds of our land in Korea is mountainous and in the
middle of the top of the mountain there is a lot of sacred
space, called the Prayer Mountain. It is a retreat centre
owned by churches. It is used for worship, prayer, bible
study, reflection, fire camps, etc.
CHURCH FAMILY NEWS
The pastoral care group were pleased to realise at their
last meeting that there was very little to report in the way of
ill health or problems within the membership. We are
happy to hear that Jean N is making progress and has
been able to get to the shops with plenty of help. Margaret
C has also been able to attend church with plenty of
support. We hope that given the lack of news no one is
over looked. We look forward to continuing good health in
the congregation.
During
August,
Jean and
Moses T
will celebrate their Silver wedding anniversary and Jean
will also celebrate her 50th birthday.
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Our warmest congratulations!
This is a very quiet budget of news as it is too early for
exam results but we look forward to hearing how our
young people have got on in a couple of months.
There are a few birthdays to
celebrate – Joshua T will be 8 on
10th August and Jeremy D will be 13
on 17th August. Amongst the slightly
older members Stan F will be 87 on
26th August, Mary T will be 81 on
10th September and Eileen B will be
82 on 28th September. We wish all these members a very
Happy Birthday.
Rosalie Brentnall
NEWS FROM THE CHURCH SECRETARY
JUNIOR CHURCH
Another reminder that Junior Church will not meet during
school holidays. Activities will be provided at the back of
the church for younger members of the congregation at
these times.
PASTORATE QUIET DAY
This will be held as usual at Little Baddow URC by Grace
Baldock of Witham URC on Saturday, 7th September.
Please bring a packed lunch and a donation of £5 to Little
Baddow for the use of their premises. If you plan to attend
please let me know by 11th August as I have to give
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numbers to Billericay URC who organise the event for us
every year.
VISIT TO THE MANSE
Barnabas, Maria and Nathanael will be welcoming
members of the three pastorate churches to the manse on
31st August. We need to know numbers by 28th July but if
you want to come and have not yet given your name to me
please let me know as soon as possible. Transport can be
arranged for anyone who will otherwise find it difficult to
get to Chelmsford.
EVENTS AT WESTMINSTER COLLEGE
Our Fragile Planet Conference - 11th -13th September.
£169 single room, £307 double, £81 per day (nonresidential).
Looking at the theme of caring for our planet and how this
fits with our understanding of scripture.
Living with Dementia - 2nd November. £30 including
refreshments and two course lunch.
The day will aim to increase our understanding of
Dementia to help churches respond positively both
pastorally and in our worship life.
More details of both these events can be found on the
noticeboard in the foyer.
HARVEST FOODBANK COLLECTION
We will, as usual, be having a collection for Brentwood
Foodbank on Harvest Sunday, 22nd September. Further
details of items that they are in particular need of will be
available nearer the date.
ROTAS AND CALENDARS
The rotas and calendars at the back of the Courier have to
be agreed some weeks in advance to fit deadlines for

8

BRENTWOOD URC - The COURIER – Aug/Sept. 2019

printing the Courier. Sometimes these are changed after
this date when people have had to change their duties for
some reason or events are cancelled or additions made.
Where possible these are announced in the Sunday
notices but apologies to anyone who finds they have
missed something or find that details have been changed.
Volunteers to fill the rota duties are always welcome so if
you think you could offer to help with any of those listed at
the back of the Courier do let me know and I will pass
these on to the person concerned.
Jenny Mayo
JUNIOR CHURCH
This past year the Junior Church have been working on
various themes alongside the main service and hopefully
you have enjoyed the work the young people displayed on
the notice board downstairs.
We will resume in the new term; with themes from the
Roots modules and a combination of activities.
All ages welcome and I
wish to extend an
invitation to anyone who
is over the age of 18
years and can take the
lead for Junior Church
on some Sundays.
Lucy and Markus enjoy
helping which is greatly
appreciated! If you are
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interested to take the lead on some Sundays for Junior
Church please contact Corne Van Staden.
This photo is with consent from parents, do not share without further consent.

TREASURER REPORT
The collection taken over the first
six months of the year is given
below. The average weekly
collection is just over 10% less
than the average for the previous
year. With our other income, we
are still able to cover our expenses.
TOTAL

Per week 2018
Total 2019 Jan-June
Per week Jan-June
2019

204.53
4,748.29
182.63

Loose

Envelopes

36.41
168.12
921.59 3,826.70
35.45

147.18

Kees Maxey

Commitment for Life Harvest Appeal 2019
The very name ‘Commitment for Life’ means that we go on
supporting our chosen local partners for the long haul, not
for short-term emergencies. Christian Aid is our channel
to the local partners – PARC (Palestinian Agricultural
Relief Committee) and now also Adalah (which means
justice) which works on the human rights of the Palestinian
minority in Israel (1.8 million people, 20% of the
population).
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Alsra is an unrecognised Bedouin village in the Negev
desert. So far, the Israeli government does not recognise
it which means it does not receive basic services such as
water, electricity etc.
The government would like to
demolish it but after 8 years through the courts Adalah was
successful and the demolition order was cancelled. 70
families live there – and now the campaign is to be
recognised. The local people made their own road sign to
make people realise their home village exists. This village
is their traditional home and they want to live there. They
know how to make the desert bloom.
Commitment for Life envelopes will be available in the
second half of September. Your gifts will go to continue to
support PARC and also Adalah.
Sheila Maxey
Commitment for Life contact.
A LITTLE BIT OF (CHURCH) HISTORY ......contd.
Last time we heard about the childhood in Brentwood of
Mr. A.J. Southgate who donated the cross on our
communion table. His little book goes on to tell us more
about his life in Brentwood Congregational Church. When
he was 13, in 1901, a missionary came to the church to
take some services and this led to him to give his heart to
God and promised to serve Him all his life. He goes on to
tell the following story "Three years after that in 1904 I joined the church as a full
member. A little while after I had joined the Church, the
leader of the Sunday School came to me and asked me if I
would undertake the Junior School on Sunday afternoons
and sometimes take a service for the parents and friends
in the evening. He told me that the last two leaders had
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left because South Street, where the school was situated,
was full of very rough men and women who would throw
stones and shout abusive words when people were
walking by. There was no real need to pass these houses,
the school was at the other end of South Street and could
be reached from Coptfold Road. I knew these people
needed to know of the love of Christ and that I should not
take the easy road to avoid passing them. So with God's
help the following Sunday afternoon I made my way to the
school through South Street. The weather was hot so
most of the women were sitting on the doorsteps of their
houses. They gave me some cheek and some invitations
to go in but I just carried on to the school with no further
trouble.
On arrival, I found a little crowd of children and one of
them was crying. I went over to them and found that one
little girl had fallen over and sprained and grazed her ankle
and she was frightened because it was bleeding. I took
her into school and removed her shoe and sock and tore
my handkerchief into strips and bound her ankle and told
her to sit down near me and after school I would carry her
home. As it happened, which was my salvation, the child's
mother was the woman who was the most offensive as I
had passed by. On arriving at the house, I told her that
her little girl had hurt her foot and as I had no bandage
with me I had torn my handkerchief into strips and bound
her foot that way but that when I was passing later in the
day I would bring a proper bandage and do it up properly.
When I returned some of the men standing in groups
shouted out "Here comes another of those Bible punchers,
let's get him" but a big burly man, whom I afterwards found
out was the little girl's father told the rest of them "The first
one to touch him will have to reckon with me, he is a real
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good sort". Then they all came together and I was able to
chat with them and invited them to our service in the
evening, just for one hour. One man had a brilliant idea
and said "I tell you if we come to your service tonight will
you come to ours tomorrow?" I said I would and asked
them where they held it and, amidst laughter, he said "The
Queens at 8 o'clock". (This was the pub that used to be
next door to our church). I was quite surprised on my
arrival at the evening service to find not only a fair number
of my new friends but some of them had brought their
wives with them. After the service one of my friends
reminded me of their meeting on the Monday evening and
I told him I would not forget."
His new friends were surprised when he actually turned up
on the Monday, although he did decline a glass of beer in
favour of lemonade! He continued to meet the men from
South Street and sometimes they went for walks together
and discussed all manner of things. Sadly, this came to an
end when the Council decided to clear these people,
looked down on by most of the "respectable" people in
Brentwood, out of this part of town and they were
scattered far and wide. He says "I was very sorry, we
were getting to know them and so were able to help them
better. I might add, if ever I wanted anyone to protect me I
know I could rely on them and I know they would have
done anything for me if I had needed it. They were very
rough diamonds, but they had hearts of gold".
An appropriate story of Fellowship when we are looking at
this Holy Habit over 100 years later.
JENNY MAYO
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Our next holy habit is ‘Breaking Bread’ and
we start it from October 2019.

13

14

BRENTWOOD URC - The COURIER – Aug/Sept. 2019

“These are the words that Moses spoke to all Israel
beyond the Jordan – in the wilderness… (Deuteronomy
1:1a)”
Deuteronomy
for September and October 2019
I hope that some of you are still following the Bible
Reading Charts that I have given to you since we started
our journey of Walking the Way & Holy Habits.
I encourage you to keep trying to make the reading of the
Bible your habit as a daily routine.
From September for two months we will look at one book
of Bible, Deuteronomy, that we are going to focus.
I hope that you might be able to read this book that has 34
chapters for two months and you might get some
information about it, which will be displayed in Minister’s
Page, and further more you may ask question or discuss
any issue that raised from this book.

Barnabas
MONDAY GUILD
At the June meeting being the anniversary of D.Day, Mrs
Beryl Hunt led a discussion on war-time memories.
In July Kees and Sheila Maxey explained how PENHA
started in the Horn of Africa and how the important work of
health education continues to benefit the community in
rural Ethiopia.
Our next meeting will be September 9th at 2:30pm in the
William Hunter room, all are welcome.
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COMMUNION AIMS FUND COLLECTION
…August 2019...Little Havens
Children’s Hospice
Little Havens cares for children
with life-threatening and life-limiting
illness, from all over Essex and
outer London. They receive one-to-one specialist care,
surrounded by their families, in a home-from-home
environment.
Currently they are caring for 120 children, who stay
regularly throughout the year. Another 130 families are
being supported by a bereavement and family support
service. Nearly 500 volunteers help to deliver services on
a daily basis.
…September 2019 is for the Moderator’s Benevolent
Fund
The fund is used to bring particular help to people who find
their resources stretched at times of need, sometimes for
family reasons, and often because of ill health. Our gifts
enable the Moderator to show the love and care of the
synod to people going through times of difficulty.
Prayer Calendar for August and September 2018
W eek beginning:
August

4th

The Middle East and its problems
Our Elders and Leaders
Ingatestone URC
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August

11th

Peace between the nations
Those who use our building
Billericay URC

August

18th

The Brentwood Food Bank
People who are isolated or lonely
Our church, its worship and mission

August

25th

People who are enslaved or exploited
The police, legal and probation services
Ministers, Local Pastors and Worship Leaders

September 1st Victims of violence and intimidation
Children beginning or returning to school
Friends of Essex Churches and similar
organisations
September 8th

Victims of racial injustice
BCCWT and its work in schools
Our Junior Church

September 15th People who suffer from mental illness
The Brentwood Street Pastors
Our coming celebrations of Harvest
September 22rd

Churches Together in England
Peacemakers and Peace Keepers
Small Groups in our church

September 39th Elderly people and those who care for them
Churches Together in Brentwood
Our 3-church pastorate
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SOMETHING FOR THE JUNIORS
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HARVEST SUNDAY
22nd SEPTEMBER
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DUTY ROTAS – AUGUST 2019
Vestry

Steward

4th

Rosalie Brentnall

Sally Bealey

11th

Moses Tsingano

Sally Bealey

18th

Ian Davidson

Linda Hanna

25th

Corne Van Staden

Gabrielle Crowther

Reader

Prayers of Intercession

4th

Ian Davidson

Clive Rudkin

11th

Sally Bealey

Jenny Mayo

18th

Heather Davidson

Rosie Benjamin

25th

Lucy Crowther

Kees Maxey

Coffee

Flowers

4th

Linda Hanna

Silk flowers

11th

Eileen Goult

Silk flowers

18th

Sally Bealey

Silk flowers

25th

TBC

Silk flowers

CHURCH CALENDAR – AUGUST 2019
Sunday

4th

10 am

Wednesday

7th

9.30 am

Rev Eric Baldwin
NO JUNIOR CHURCH
Sacred Space

Sunday

11th

10 am

Rev Sheila Maxey
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Wednesday

14th

9.30 am

Sunday

18th

10 am

Wednesday

21st

9.30 am

Sunday

25th

10 am

Wednesday
Saturday

28th
31st

9.30 am
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NO JUNIOR CHURCH
Sacred Space
Mrs Beryl Hunt
NO JUNIOR CHURCH
Sacred Space
Rev Barnabas Shin - with
Holy Communion
NO JUNIOR CHURCH
Sacred Space
PASTORATE VISIT TO
THE CHELMSFORD MANSE

DUTY ROTAS – SEPTEMBER 2019
Vestry

Steward

1st

Sally Bealey

Gordon Hanna

8th

Rosalie Brentnall

Corne Van Staden

15th

Moses Tsingano

Ian Davidson

22nd

Sheila Maxey

Rosie Benjamin

29th

Rosalie Brentnall

Corne Van Staden

Reader

Prayers of Intercession

1st

Josh Hanna

Ian Davidson

8th

Markus Van Staden

Moses Tsingano

15th

Heather Davidson

Linda Hanna

22nd

Rosie Benjamin

Jenny Mayo

29th

Markus Van Staden

Rosie Benjamin
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Coffee

Flowers

1st

Elaine Austin

Silk Flowers

8th

Gabrielle Crowther

Silk Flowers

15th

Linda Hanna

Silk Flowers

22nd

Eileen Goult

Eileen Goult

29th

Sally Bealey

Eileen Goult

CHURCH CALENDAR – SEPTEMBER 2019
Sunday

1st

10 am

Rev Sheila Maxey
NO JUNIOR CHURCH
Sacred Space
URC Knitters
PASTORATE QUIET
DAY AT LITTLE BADDOW

Wednesday

4th

9.30 am
2.00 pm

Saturday

7th

Sunday
Monday
Wednesday

8th
9th
11th

10 am
2.30 pm
9.30 am

Mrs Beryl Hunt
Monday Guild
Sacred Space

Sunday
Wednesday

15th
18th

10 am
9.30 am
2.00 pm

TBC
Sacred Space
URC Knitters

Sunday

22nd 10 am

Rev Barnabas Shin - with
Holy Communion
HARVEST SUNDAY
COLLECTION FOR
BRENTWOOD FOODBANK
Deadline for Oct/Nov
Courier
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Wednesday

25th

9.30 am

Sacred Space

Sunday

29th

10 am

Mr. Tim Lee
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THE COURIER
The next issue of The COURIER for Oct/Nov. 2019 will be
available on Sunday the 29th September 2019.
All articles and content for publication of the COURIER
should be sent to Corne Van Staden email:
hcvstaden@gmail.com

If you have articles for inclusion please ensure that these are
emailed to Corne as early as possible during the week
commencing Monday the 16th September and before the final
deadline of Sunday the 22nd September.
EDITOR

Corne Van Staden




PRINTING

Kees Maxey

COLLATION & DISTRIBUTION

Jenny Mayo
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BRENTWOOD UNITED REFORMED CHURCH
New Road, Brentwood, CM14 4GD
SUNDAY WORSHIP
10:00 am Family Worship with Creche and Junior Church
Holy Communion is usually celebrated at Morning Worship on
the last Sunday of each month.
Details of preachers and special events are given in the
COURIER.
EACH WEEK:
Brownies:

To be confirmed

WEDNESDAYS: 12:00pm Luncheon Club
FRIDAYS:

09:45am – 11:45am Coffee Shop

