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Dear Friends,
Readers of the Courier will know that
Brentwood URC will see some
important changes in the weeks
ahead, particularly following the
retirement of our minister, Revd.
Ruth Mitchell on health grounds.
A few months ago another change took place which has
proved to be significant for those people who are actively
involved – a Bible Study group was revived. At the
meetings we simply read a portion of Scripture, then think
or speak about what we have heard, sharing our thoughts
and reactions. We hope to, and often do, find something
important for our lives as Christians and as congregation
members, not only through our individual insights but also
through interactions with each other and, we hope, the
Holy Spirit.
But this kind of discovery is not confined to small groups of
people, it can also happen in worship through what we
sing, say and hear together and through the concerns we
share and pray for. Traditional Non – Conformist worship
has many strengths, notably in the high standard of
preaching and in the way in which the service can be
constructed as a well integrated whole. In recent years
worship at New Road has often been influenced (I would
say enriched) by other worship traditions so that often now
we have more in the way of congregational prayers and
responses, giving us a clearer sense of worship as a
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corporate act and hopefully scope for discovery through
our shared words. It is also in line with the ecumenical
hopes and ambitions with which the URC was founded in
1972,
By the time you read this we shall be heading into a part of
the church year that is special for me and I guess for
others. As the seasons change and the Autumn colours
return we shall experience again the sequence of Harvest,
Remembrance, Advent and Christmas. I look forward to
sharing these occasions with many of my fellow members
of our church community. Perhaps through our worship,
prayers and interactions we can come to make, for our
own lives, and for our lives together, some equivalent to
the discoveries made by the shepherds and the wise men
who were themselves, not just individuals but members of
a group.
Tony Cheer
CHURCH FAMILY NEWS
The Pastoral Care Group has just held its bimonthly
meeting and hopefully has been able to account
satisfactorily for the health of all the church family. As I
hope people know the group consists of four members and
between us we keep an eye on all the congregation.
I should like to start with good news for once – our
congratulations to Taku Tsingano who has graduated from
Leicester University with a 1st class degree in Psychology.
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I gather that the whole family is to make a special holiday
to see relations in Malawi and South Africa – we hope you
will have a wonderful trip.

We have three birthdays to
celebrate this month – Stan F. will
be 86 on August 26th, Mary T. will
be 81 on September 10th and
Eileen B. will be 81 on September
28th .
Happy Birthday to you all.
Our Brownie pack undertook a
fund raising effort and through
various
sponsored
individual
activities raised £431-52 for Great
Ormond Street Childrens Hospital.
It is the time of year when exam
results of various kinds are being reported. I think it would
be good to let the congregation know that our far flung
young in the shape of grandchildren are doing very well –
Emily Cheer has received a 1st class degree in
Psychology and her cousin Eleanor Cheer has received a
2.1 degree in Architecture.
Euan Tyndall has passed out as an officer cadet from
Sandhurst.
Please remember all the church family in your prayers.
Rosalie Bretnall
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BROWNIES
On your behalf I visited the Brownies a couple of weeks
ago. They were having a tea party for the end of term and
to say good bye to their Brownie Guider – Jane Gutteridge.
Jane has led and been involved with the Brownies for
more years than we can all remember. She was leading
the pack when I went to help and that was over twenty
years ago. At that time there were very few Brownies in the
pack and Jane has done a wonderful job in growing the
pack and keeping it running. We owe Jane a deep debt of
gratitude for all the years of work she has put in and the
lovely memories that several generations of children will
have of their time with the pack.
Our warmest thanks, Jane, for all your hard work over the
years.
Rosalie
NEWS FROM THE CHURCH SECRETARY
We welcome a new Minister to our Pastorate
At church meetings in each of
our three pastorate churches on
22nd July, Barnabas Shin was
called to be our new Minister and
at the time of writing we are
looking forward to his ordination
and induction which will take
place at Billericay URC at 3 pm
on Sunday, 2nd September,
followed by refreshments in the
Mayflower Hall. A notice will be put on the board in the
front foyer so that those attending can sign for catering
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purposes and also indicate if they require transport. If you
cannot be at church during the early part of August but
would like to come please contact the Church Secretary.
We hope that as many of our congregation as possible will
be able to attend and welcome Barnabas and his family as
we begin our journey together. Please note that there will
be no service at our church that morning.
Pastorate Quiet Day
On Saturday, 1st September, the annual pastorate Quiet
Day will take place at Little Baddow URC. from 10am until
4 pm. Those of you who attended last year will remember
that we were very well led by Colin and Grace Baldock and
we are pleased to confirm that they will be leading the day
again this year. Please bring a packed lunch and sign the
notice in the foyer by 26th August at the latest if you are
coming.
It seems this is going to be a very busy weekend!
Jenny Mayo
TREASURER REPORT
The allocated contribution for the
Maintenance of the Ministry from
Brentwood URC is £22,584 for
2019. This will be collected from
us in twelve equal portions. It is
used mainly to pay the stipends
of Ministers and other workers in
the church, and is slightly less
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than this year.
The collection for the past three months (April, May and
June inclusive) was as follows:
Loose
Total 2017
per week 2017
April, May June2018
per week so far 2018

Envelopes
Total
8,152.45 9,872.71
1,720.26
33.08
156.78
189.86
405.23

2,101.60

2,506.83

33.77

175.13

208.90

Kees Maxey
Christian Aid update on Marcelin
During our Christian Aid service in May this year we heard
stories from Haiti about the suffering following the
devastation caused by Hurricane Matthew. We heard an
uplifting story about a woman called Vilia, who shared her
newly built home with 45 others fleeing the chaos. But we
also heard the sad story of Marcelin, a single father with
three teenage daughters. They had lost their home and
were living in a disused shower block with no windows.
I have just had news from Christian Aid that Marcelin has
been given the keys to his new home and in the attached
video one could see the celebration, and the delight on
Marcelin’s face.
Thank you, again, for your financial contributions in May
and for your prayers.
Sheila Maxey, Christian Aid Link
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The Monday Guild
In June we were pleased to welcome Kees and Sheila
Maxey, who explained some of the activities undertaken
by PENHA which works with pastoralists and nomads in
the Horn of Africa. Thanks to the work of the charity there
have been significant advances in the role of women in the
community and a better understanding of the importance
of good health care.
Then in July, Beryl Hunt gave us a very interesting insight
into the activities of the Salvation Army in the 1890s. Their
work involved rescuing homeless men in London and
setting up a self-sufficient working community for them in
Hadleigh. They now run a rare breeds farm and cafe on
the site which is open to visitors.
Our next meeting will be September 10th at 2.30 pm in the
William Hunter Room.
Eileen Goult
Our annual Harvest Sunday support
for Commitment for Life
Sunday 30th September is our Harvest Sunday. It will not
only be a time to give thanks for the fruitfulness of our
country – our farms, our orchards, our gardens, our wild
places – but also to give thanks for work of the Palestinian
Agricultural Relief Committee (PARC) which, with support
from Christian Aid, is helping to bring fruitfulness to the
struggling farmers of Palestine.
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Below is the story of how that is happening. Please read
it. Commitment for Life envelopes will be available during
the second half of September and collected in on Harvest
Sunday.

Keeping the land alive
“This is my land, it was
bare. Now I am working
on it and gaining from it.
PARC has helped us, who
own our land, to make it
fruitful.” So says Alam
Hussein, a farmer in Bizzaryah in the West Bank.
Like many other farmers in the region Alam lost good
farming land when the separation barrier, which divides
the West Bank from Israel, was built. Christian Aid partner
PARC, now renamed the Palestine Agricultural
Development Association, has worked in the area for over
20 years and understand the needs of the people living
and working there. They knew they needed to come up
with ideas to increase production and develop new
markets. The barrier and other movement restrictions
cause ongoing problems for farmers. Travelling from
Nablus to Tulkarem could mean having to wait many
hours to pass through checkpoints with crops often being
ruined in transport.
Alam is part of a land development programme, set up by
PARC, where reclaimed land can now be used for planting
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fruit trees. This programme allows the farmers to get a
better income from unusable rocky land. The rocks are
initially cleared by hand, broken down and used to create
retaining walls. These walls stop soil erosion and aid water
retention. A fence then marks the area to be worked. Once
service roads are widened tractors can be brought in to
help plough the earth ready for planting the fruit trees.
Varieties such as olive, almond, prunes or apricot are
chosen to give a good yield and produce cash crops.
Whilst the trees are maturing, this takes at least five years,
vegetables, cereals or animal feed such as vetch are
grown in between.
PARC are particularly keen that each step of the process
is transparent. To begin with posters, advertising the
programme, are put up in the Mosque, marketplace and
council offices. If a farmer feels they have land that is
suitable it will be seen by a civil engineer and a member of
PARC. Once a contract between PARC and the farmer is
signed the farmer will receive help with planning and
execution. He will pay a small percentage of the costs
himself because PARC feels this encourages self esteem
and empowerment.
In support of all this
planting, underground
water cisterns are
also built. The water
collects in the pan
and then passes
through a simple
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sand filter into the dugout cistern. Sometimes electric
pumps are installed. This water can be used in the dry
season to irrigate the tree saplings and the vegetables.
Whilst Alam’s field is in its infancy, across the valley
mature trees are yielding good crops from a similar project
started over 5 years ago. Long term development takes
time!
This programme has already led to a million fruit trees
being planted, and they are now planting towards the
second million. The fruit trees are a symbol of a hopeful
and productive future.
Image 1: lmead/cforl Alam Hussein showing fellow
farmers his land which has been cleared of rocks and fruit
trees planted
Image 2: lmead/cforl The underwater cistern has a simple
sand filter through which the water drains. Water from this
well is used to irrigate the fruit trees and vegetables grown
between
Sheila Maxey, Commitment for Life Link

Thank you Lord for
the golden sun
That warms the earth
from sky of blue
The rays that
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brightens the summer's day
Speaks of the love that flows from you
The summertime of heat filled days
We thank you for the cooling breeze
And the shade that cools us down
Under the shadow of leaf topped trees
We seek the shelter of your wings
Your breath upon us like a cooling wind
To ease the spirit and comfort the soul
And the rest you give to us who sinned
We thank you for the sparkling sea
To dive beneath its cooling waves
And Lord we thank you for the blood
Of your Saviour Son the One who saves
The summer days we thank you for
The joys of spending sun filled hours
Along the coast or countryside
Or in the garden viewing pretty flowers
For in the heart redeemed by you
Your Saviour Son brings a better clime
Your rays of love; the sunshine of grace
And for our souls it is always summertime
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Colin Moffett
https://poetrypoem.com/cgiDaily Bible Reading
Many of us find it hard to read the Bible regularly – don’t
really know where to begin. A fairly new United Reformed
Church venture may be the answer if you are comfortable
with a computer.
Every morning when I open up my computer I receive an
email from dailydevotions@urc.org.uk
The email has a Bible passage followed by a brief
reflection and a short prayer. Sometimes we work through
a whole Gospel: last summer we had a whole series on
the book of Job in which all the reflections were by Janet
Tollington, a retired Old Testament tutor: recently the
readings were from the letter to Titus, rather an obscure
New Testament letter: now we have just started a series
on the Apostles Creed with related Bible passages.
enjoy the range of passages and the very different
approaches taken in the reflections. I particularly value the
prayer at the end.
Quite apart from the value of the content, I am amazed
and encouraged by the range of URC people who write the
reflections: ministers, lay preachers, elders from all
around the country. One, quite recently, was by Colin
Hunt. Of course some are more helpful than others – but
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we are all part of the same body. It gives me a strong
sense of belonging to something much bigger than our
local church.
I strongly recommend it.
Sheila Maxey

SOMETHING FOR THE JUNIORS
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HARVEST SUNDAY
30th September
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Linda Mead is retiring in November 2018 and requested
for a job advert for a newly created post at Church House
to be advertised. Global Justice and Partnerships London,
35 hours per week, Salary: £38,180. Do you care about
justice in God’s world? Could you help people in our
Church to work for justice, and build strong partnerships
with Christians in other countries?
Commitment for Life and Global Partnerships are two
programmes that give expression to the United Reformed
Church’s mission and faith. This role will be instrumental in
maintaining and developing these programmes by
motivating and resourcing local churches and networks to
build global partnerships, encouraging campaigning for
justice and personal giving for global development.
Please see this month’s REFORM for the job description
and further information.
Prayer Calendar for August and September 2018
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W eek beginning:
August

5th

The Middle East and its problems
Our Elders and Leaders
Ingatestone URC

August

12th

Peace between the nations
Those who use our building
Billericay URC

August

19th

The Brentwood Food Bank
People who are isolated or lonely
Our church, its worship and mission

August

26th

People who are enslaved or exploited
The police, legal and probation services
Ministers, Local Pastors and Worship Leaders

September 2nd Victims of violence and intimidation
Children beginning or returning to school
Friends of Essex Churches and similar
organisations
September 9th

Victims of racial injustice
BCCWT and its work in schools
Our Junior Church

September 16th People who suffer from mental illness
The Brentwood Street Pastors
Our coming celebrations of Harvest
September 23rd

Churches Together in England
Peacemakers and Peace Keepers
Small Groups in our church
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September 30th

Elderly people and those who care for them
Churches Together in Brentwood
Our 3-church pastorate
DUTY ROTAS – AUGUST 2018

Flowers

Vestibule

5th

Silk Flowers

Josh Hanna

12th

Silk Flowers

Heather Davidson

19th

Silk Flowers

Josh Hanna

26th

Silk Flowers

Carolyn Rudkin

Vestry

Steward

Notices

5th

Moses Tsingano

Gordon Hanna

TBA

12th

Ian Davidson

19th

Jenny Mayo

Margaret
Cheer
Gordon Hanna

Rosalie
Brentnall
TBA

26th

Rosalie Brentnall

TBA

Stan Francis

Reader

Prayers of Intercession

5th

Josh Hanna

The Cheers

12th

Heather Davidson

Clive Rudkin

19th

Josh Hanna

Rosie Benjamin

26th

Sheila Crisp

The Cheers

Coffee
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5th

Rosalie Brentnall

12th

Eileen Goult

19th

Mary Tate and Sheila Crisp

26th

Elaine Austin and Margaret Gazely
CHURCH CALENDAR – AUGUST 2018

Sunday
Wednesday

5th
8th

10 am
9.30 am

Rev Eric Baldwin
Sacred Space

Sunday
Wednesday

12th
15th

10 am
9.30 am

Mrs Beryl Hunt
Sacred Space

Sunday

19th

10 am

Wednesday

22nd

9.30 am

Rev Sheila Maxey - with
Holy Communion
Sacred Space

Sunday
Wednesday

26th
29th

10 am
9.30 am

Rosie Benjamin
Sacred Space

DUTY ROTAS – SEPTEMBER 2018
Flowers

Vestibule

2nd

Silk Flowers

Ordination Sunday

9th

Eileen Goult

Eileen Goult

16th

Sheila Crisp

Heather Davidson

23rd

Jenny Mayo

Kees Maxey

30th

Elaine Austin

Lucy Crowther
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Vestry

Steward

Notices

2nd

Ordination Sunday

9th

Corne Van Staden

16th

Ian Davidson

Ordination
Sunday
Rosalie
Brentnall
TBA

23rd

Jenny Mayo

Ordination
Sunday
Markus Van
Staden
Margaret
Cheer
Mary Tate

30th

Rosalie Brentnall

Gabrielle
Crowther

Jenny Mayo

Reader

Prayers of Intercession

2nd

Ordination Sunday

Ordination Sunday

9th

Markus Van Staden

Moses Tsingano

16th

Heather Davidson

The Cheers

23rd

Stan Francis

Jenny Mayo

30th

Lucy Crowther

Rosie Benjamin

Stan Francis

Coffee
2nd

Ordination Sunday

9th

Linda Hanna

16th

Eileen Goult

23rd

Rosalie Brentnall

30th

Sally Bealey
CHURCH CALENDAR – SEPTEMBER 2018
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Sunday

2nd

3 pm

Ordination of Barnabas
Shin at Billericay URC
Sacred Space

Wednesday

5th

9.30 am

Sunday
Monday
Wednesday
Thursday

9th
10th
12th
13th

10 am
2.30 pm
9.30 am
7.30 pm

Mrs. Beryl Hunt
Monday Guild
Sacred Space
Bible Study Group at 48
St. Thomas Road

Sunday
Wednesday

16th
19th

10 am
9.30 am
2 pm

Worship Group
Sacred Space
URC Knitters

Sunday

23rd

10 am

Wednesday

26th

9.30 am

Rosie Benjamin
Deadline for
October/November Courier
Sacred Space

Sunday

30th

10 am

Rev Sheila Maxey - with
Holy Communion
HARVEST SUNDAY

COMMUNION AIMS FUND COLLECTION
…August 2018..Little Havens
Children’s Hospice
Little Havens cares for children
with life-threatening and life-limiting
illness, from all over Essex and
outer London. They receive one-to-one specialist care,
surrounded by their families, in a home-from-home
environment.
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Currently they are caring for 120 children, who stay
regularly throughout the year. Another 130 families are
being supported by a bereavement and family support
service. Nearly 500 volunteers help to deliver services on
a daily basis.
…September 2018 is for the Moderator’s Benevolent
Fund
The fund is used to bring particular help to people who find
their resources stretched at times of need, sometimes for
family reasons, and often because of ill health. Our gifts
enable the Moderator to show the love and care of the
synod to people going through times of difficulty.
THE COURIER
The next issue of The COURIER for October.November 2018
will be available on Sunday the 30th September 2018.
All articles and content for publication of the COURIER
should be sent to Corne Van Staden email:
hcvstaden@gmail.com
If you have articles for inclusion please ensure that these are
emailed to Corne as early as possible during the week
commencing Monday the 17th September and before the final
deadline of Sunday the 23rd September.
EDITOR

Corne Van Staden

 01277 203830

BRENTWOOD UNITED REFORMED CHURCH

New Road, Brentwood, CM14 4GD
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SUNDAY WORSHIP
10:00 am Family Worship with Creche and Junior Church
Holy Communion is usually celebrated at Morning Worship on
the last Sunday of each month.
Details of preachers and special events are given in the
COURIER.
EACH WEEK:
Brownies:

To be confirmed

WEDNESDAYS: 12:00pm Luncheon Club
FRIDAYS:

09:45am – 11:45am Coffee Shop

